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t last 37003, has a power unitt It is nearly 3 years
Asince we purchased 37003 and it is a great relief that

we can now gel on with reluming our loco to fuil
working order. Most of this issue is devoled lo the power
unit's arrival.

On a sadder note, the sale of 37075 from Corporaie Blue
Traction to The Class 37 Locomotive Group has had to be
rescinded. The sale had to be ratified by the shareholders of
CBT and this wasn't forthcoming. Therefore, we could no
longer take responsibility Tor a toco that wasa'l curs, as a
rasult the move to the NYMR was cancelled much to the dis-
appointment of many.

We have offered to be custodians of 37075 on behaif of
CBT although this seems at present to be unlikely to happen,

Obviously, this is a bit of a blow but it means all our efforis
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can be directed to the restoration of 37003,

The biggest abstacle o completing the restoration is the
money. We still need to acquire various spares and although
many have been localed we can't affezd to buy them at the
moment. Therefore, any donations would be gratefully
received. If you have any money raising ideas let us know or
why not take part in our 37003 buffer auction (details on page
7). Qulick renewal of membership will also help.

The AGM has been put back until the Auturnn as finding a
suitabie date during the Summer was becoming a nighimare,

Finafy, if you wani to come and work on 37003 check out
page 7 for details.

Kenw Couwrv

The views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily endorsed by the Class 37 Locomotive Group,
Contributicns welcome especiaily photos and arlicles. Please send {c the address shove or send via e-mail {arlicles in

.t files, photos as high res JPEGS) to deltic15@aol.com.

Many thanks to all those who have contributed tc thig issue - you know who you are.
Yearly membership costs £12, send cheguas payable to 'Class 37 Locometive Group’ to the address above.
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Sunday 21st April 2002......

The day dawned bright, the weather was set fair and
it locketl like being the perfect day for a spot of railway
preservation. There was only one problem, | had a
stinking cold! Oh well, never let it be said that | shirk my
responsibilities. | was up and about by 08.30 and, ali
things considered, felt reascnably alive.

Making sure | had everything | needed with me | set
off for the East Anglian Railway Museum with a mixture
of exciternent, nervousness and paracelamol in my
system. | arrived at 09.30 and immediately set about
final preparations for the day. The crane was due at
10.00 and the power unit wouid be turning up as and
when.

Having already secured the use of various spanners
i set work undoing the remaining roof bolts and remov-
ing the exhaust stacks. At

from EWS ctherwise it would have been more difficult
o move the unit.

At last, the moment we had all been waiting for, Al
the chains that heid the unit to the trailer were removed
and the crane hoisted it into the alr. The next part of the
aperation was the most tricky so all non-essential per-
sonnel were banished from the engine room. Phil,
Colin, Little Steve and the second crane man went
inside to effect the fowering of the unit into position.
This took the best part of an hour in totai but went, as
far as we could tell from the cuiside, without a hitch.
The unit hung in mid air for quite a while as all parts
were aligned and fixed in place.

Eventually there were cries of success from within
and we then knew that, at last, after many hours, days
and weeks of work, sweat and (almost) tears, we final-

ly had our power uniil It was

09.45 the crane arrived and
the two operators started look-
ing around for the best way of
working. 083 was parked out-
side the restoration shed at
the widest point of the yard
and # was decided to leave it
where it was.

Gradually more peopie
turned up, firstly Ken then Phil
and Litile Steve and soon
after, Rugby Town and, the
soon o be, Mrs Town (aiso
known as Michae! and
Caroline.) Finally, a new face
{to me), Colin completed the
working party for the day.

As the old generator had to be removed from 003, it
was decided to crack on before the power unit arrived
(last reported on the M25 heading east). The EARM
had located a wagon for us to store it in 50 the roof was
removed and chains were lowered fo the genny. First
problem of the day, the lifting hook on the genny was in
the wrong position. It was in place for a whole engine
lift and not for a lift on it's own. {f liffted it would tip onto
its end and could possibly cause itself damage. First
solution of the day, loop an extra rope around the side
to keep it upright. This done, the weight was taken off
the fixings and Little Sieve unbelted it from the floor.
Once the genny had been lifted out of the way Phil
slarled cleaning the floor underneath where it sat.

Whilst all this was happening the power unit turned
up almost unnoticed. There was a fair amouni of inter-
est in all the activity happening with most of the visitors
to the EARM stopping to iake a few photographs.

By now it was getting on for 13.00 but nc one was
really worried oo much about food. Ken and Michael
had been dividing their time between helping on the
loco and videoing / photographing the day for future ref-
erence. Caroline was busying herself rubbing down
paintwork in the No. 2 end cab. Next to 003 a couple of
the EARM members were busy breaking up an old box
van.

Once the engine room was ready it was time to lift
the power unit In. A lifting beam had baen borrowed
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time for a celebrationary semi-
nar or: top of the engine so we
all clambered inside the now
rather restricted space of the
engine room and up onto the
top.

At about 15.00 we bads the
lorry driver farewell and set
about completing the job for
the day. The firsi task was to
refit the auxiliary fuel tank. As
this was another heavy item
the crane had to fift it into posi-
tion then we manhandled it
onto the bracket which, as you
may guess, didn't fit. Whilst
Michael and i saw o the fixing of the tank, Little Steve
was unboiting the old {and decidedly rusty} exhaust
stacks so the roof could be lowered on safely. Colin
was busying himself on the genny, taking bits off and
removing the old cables that had just been cut off when
the engine was removed at Wigan.

Eventually it was time to put the roof back on. This,
obviously, meant that all the light we had had would be
cut out and work then became more difficult. At about
17.00 the toof was back in position and the job for the
crane operators was done. With money in hand they
departed and it was left for us o clear up a few last
items for the day. Soon after that Ken made his way
home so he could send a couple of pictures to the
c37lg website. Phil turned his attentions to the turbos
and was able lo turn them by hand (which was a
benus.) By now, | was starting to feel a bit tired and my
throat was not in good shape so | decided it was time

o clean up. Michas! and Caroline had the same idea
and we deparied the scene soon after 18.00. Phil and
Little Steve were the last to leave, ending what, quite
possibly, was the biggest day in the history of the Class

37 Locomotive Group since actuailly buying 37003
back in 1998,

Heres to the day we start the engine for the first time.

Report By: Steve Pizzey
(By the way, did | meniion that it was also my birth-
day that day as well!}






The Sounst ol tng Firy:

Sumtinzy SeeEureleys in ‘88
By Audly Couize

...continued from the last issue.

20 August 1988: A bittersweet day, really. | opted for
the internal overnight to inverness, where the tradition-
ai visit to the shed was made for the gen. We were
pieased to note that 37114 was coming down on the
first Wick and 37262 was aflocated to the 1135 and
return. | hadn't had a real one to Wick for ages so this
seemed like a cracking move. We duly did 37418 on
the 0835 as far as Lairg, coming back in with 37114,
before heading off for some breakfast.

Waiting on the 1135 to depart, however, a nosad
shape appeared on the far side, and we realised to our
horror that the 0706 Edinburgh-Inverness had
dropped, and a big blue spht boxed 37009 af that. A
reappraisal of our TOPS sheet reveaied that it had
indeed been allocated but was hidden away beneath
ail the ETH Duifs. | was totally withered, because if
we’d noticed it immediately it could have been had
from Dunkeld. Indeed, | could have had a night in bed
in Pittochry and emerged at a highly sociable hour for
it! Despite this disappointment 37262 was enjoyed,
although the weather was foul across the fiow country
and the loco itself was not in the best of health.
Meedless to say, 37009 did not work later.

27 August 1988: There'd been a fair bout of Scotfish
37/0 activity during the week including 37097 on the
Highland Line and 37003 on the Montrose. It therefore
seamed a good idea to head north again, so on the
Friday night { headed to Falkirk for a few beers before
the internal overnight to Inverness.

On arrival at inverness 37260 was standing on the
0635 to Wick, with a declassified first class compari-
ment behind the engine. There were only two bashers
there, including myself, so the scene was set for, what
was for me, one of the highlights of the summer. 260
looked and sounded superb, growling aleng the
Beauly, Cromarty and Dornoch Firths before heading
infand to {airg, back to the coast through Brora and
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Heimsdale, and then ciimbing up the Strath of
Kildonanio the County March. This fine is by far the
most scenically undet-rated in the country, and today
we had the weather as well. Al Wick we headed for a
cafe near the harbour for a first-rate breakfast, and
then returned south. Quite a roadshow got on at Brora,
having come up on 1507 and 1525, and were suitably
withered by us grinning out of the front window. Sadly,
this was to be my swansong with 260, which was with-
drawn within a year after suffering fire damage. Truly a
great engine. On arrival at Inverness it became clear
that 37262 was going fo pilot the last Kyle to
Achnasheen, but | decided enough was enough and
headed home.

3 September 1988: | took 1M15 south on the Friday
night and was made up when 81002 was ripped
sfraight off a nerthbound freight at Mossend and
dropped onio our train. 81's wers rare by this time, and
to have my tast one for a long run o Crewe was fan-
tastic. I'd had the gen that 37380 was going to be on
the Aber today; it was the only ‘real’ ractor in the
Buxton pool and although it'd worked a couple of times
I'd nct been in position, and by now, | was fairly des-
perate to get & in. Paired with 37683, it performed well
10 Aberystwyth and back to Mewtown, where I'd decid-
ed I'd do Pwilheli, swayed slightly by the prospect of
another new one - 37096, which was, pairad with
37372, retaining glass headcode paneis.

m glad i did this throughout as 37696 had always
been a rare engine and was anolher early casualty.
This was the only time § had it. My spirits were oniy
partially dampenad by the fact that I'd missed the 1010
Inverness-Glasgow for the third and final time that
sumimer, 37046, and yes, it worked again, but on the
1603 io Arbroath this time. The overnight north com-
pletely failed to match the quality of the previous night.

10 September 1988: Quality overnight 1M15 per-
formed again with 85015 at the helm from Mossend to
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Preston for 85019 into Birmingham. Lots of activity
around Norwich today, including 37213 coming in from
Bury St Edmunds, but | opted for clawing 37101 back
on the Cambrian. Unable, however, to face Pwilheli
two weeks running | did something completely different
involving the pair (101/174) to Newtown for 37679/686
back to Shrewsbury for, horror of horrors, a pair of ETH
37430/429 to Aberystwyth. | really don’t know what |
was thinking oft These were taken hack to
Machynileth for an hour or so in the Dyfi Forester
hefore having the real pair back to Shrewsbury. | have
an abiding memory of how good 37174 locked leading
the frain into Machynlleth. | was siaylng down this
week s0 headed to Birmingham for beers.

17 September 1988: The Gods smiled as having
stayed down south, | was in position this week when
37072 was provided for the Sheffieid-Skegness. Little
did | know that this woutd be my last 37 to Skeq, but so
it has proved. A good ‘row' was had down the iong
straight towards Hubbert's Bridge. | got a lift to
Manchester to do 37431 down to Shrewsbury.
Howaver, as | never did the pair (101/174 again} | think
they must have baen running late. Today was a stun-
ning reminder of how much better it was to go abso-
lutely anywhere than Pwliheli.

24 September 1988: Well, Friday 23rd actually; with
quite a roadshow in Scotland this week, Friday saw me
finafly get a phone call for the 1010, which worked with
37240/051. | declined getting up for 1825 and took the
0706 to Aviemore for them. A riot ensued as running
down the feng hill from Dalnaspidal i hecame apparent
that 051's brakes were on fire, We decided io pull the
cord and were roundly bollocked by the guard, who,
navertheless decided te extinguish the fire.

At Perth 246 was removed for an MGR. Yes an
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37003 WORKING

ARTY DETAILS

e are now looking for as many volunteers as pos-
Wsible to help us compiete the restoration of 37003.

{fyou are inlerested in helping out in any way, we
would love to hear from you. There are all kinds of jobs
that need doing from the simple to the skilled, sc everyone
is welcome.Alsc the more pecple that help out, the quick-
er we can gst the loco going.

Inifially, please contact
Ken Carr, cither via the
phone (01248) 450779 or
email: dellici5@acl.com
with dates that you are
available.

We Jook forward to
enjoying your company
down ai the EARM.

PLEASE
REMEMBER
ALL DONATIONS
P—— I. < GRATEFULLY
aroline sets to work cleaning
up one of 003s cubicle doors as RECEIVED

part of the cab resloration work.
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MGR — they were running to Invergerden at the time
with a dedicated pooi of 37229/240/250. 37051 went
on alone, but only as far as Cowlairs, where the driver
declined to take the risk of descending the bank with
iffy brakes. Neediess to say, 051 didn’t go back. The
upshot of all this was that | didn't come out on Saturday
relying on a gen call to tell me that Scotland was fal-
low, | did however, miss 37029 on the Derby-Skeg.

1 Oclober 1988: All goed things come to an end.
The last summer Saturday of the year, and offered a lift
from Birmingham, | finally decided to mop up 37144,
which had been something of a standing dish on the
Yarmotth portions all summer. Outward by Acie and
back by Berney Arms. Blue, with black painted box and
a cockney sparrow on the side. What more can you
say? [ looked absolutely great, but at the end of the
summer you always wendered what would be about
next year. And the answer, this tme, was for the next
few years, at any rate, a great deal less.

Material urgenily required for the next issue of
Syphon magazine.

Do you have any 37 bashing tales to tell? Have you
a collection of good quality photographs of class 37's?
Would you fike to write the next issue of Syphon?

Without photo’s, articles and an Editor Syphon mag-
azine would not be possible, please help us keep the
groups magazine running by making submissions.

Please send in your own work to the group's new
address inside the front cover.
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YOUR CHANCE TO
OWN A PIECE OF 37003

!n order to raise much

needed funds for the fur-

ther restosation of 37003,
we have decided to auction
the oval OLEG Buffers which
were removed from 37003
last year,

We have 3 available, and
we have set a reserve of £25
per bufier. To take part just
send us your hid amount,
name and contact phone
number (please do net send
any money at this point}y i1 an
ervelope with audction writien
on the top Isit hand comar of
the envelope.

The top three highest bids
will win the buffers, Buyer will have to collect from Chappel
and each buffer comes with a certificate of authenticity,

Please send bids 1o: Buffer Auction, 22 The Chase,
Boraham, Essex CM3 3DY. Closing date for bids is 15 June
2002. Happy Bidding and remember &all money raised wil
hefp restore 003 to full working order.
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