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Mease nate the change of address for our Scottish Representative, Andrew Donald -
good luck to you in your néw home,. The reducec size of last months newsshéet is
compensated for by an adéirional 4 papes chis monch and I am evaluating the [easibilitcy
and practicability of maintaining things in this way. From your point of view thias
madns an eakra 2 pages ovier the couree of two months and a t-ii-:E:l?T (Bhlﬂ h‘."F‘-F'FUI‘.I!Il
becter) magazine. I heve included some new Zeatures this month and one or two of the
regular features kave been laid out in a diZferent format that will hopefully make
thes more readable. Thankyou te all of you who are new menbers, the advertizing
cempaign 1= cerzainly reeping dividends with e healthy increase in the membership
total, alsc thanks to those of you who bave joined the monthly draw for which che
first wimner is announced below.

MONTHLY ORAW: The lucky winner of the first draw, for the month of Jamuary was
sumebody called Ardrew Garten. Gosh, it's so embarrassing. Thanks Mre Murphy.

PRESERVATION FUND: The tokal on 29.1.90 was E1778:75. The increase is due to & months
worth of irterest credited to our twe eccounts, donations from Keiron Lewis and Nike
Millward, emd a cellecticnm held at B 5lide show. All donatidms to the Tressurer please.

NEW MEMBER:/RENEWATS: Thenkyou end welcome to the following: Keith Franshem (37005);
M- S.Maloney {37058); Hr A.Walby (37063); Mr D.Bentham {370€9); Pete Weston (37070);
Sharon Millward (37073): Mike Millward {37115); Steve Porzer (37:16}; Mr I.Scanley
(37118}; Mr S.Brown (37167); Hr J."Musterd (37168); Mr M.Wheeler (37169); Nr 5.Tucker
(37170); Hr S5.Jude (37.71); Hr L.Horn (37172); Mr R.Carner (37173); Mo M.Fainve:
(37174); Hr A.Goodchild €37175): Mr |’..H:in5 17371?6_1,!; Mr E.Sherman (37178): Me .'L.H:i.ng
(371793 ; Mr D.Wood (27.80); Mr D.Atkins (37181); Mr M.Atkins (37182); Mr A.Williams
(37305},

ADYEETISING is available in "Syphon!" at the following rates. Minimen E2 for upte 20
words then 10p for every word thereafter. Cheques/aostal orders should be made payable
te 'The Class 37 Croup’ and all adwerts should be sent to the Edicer.

THANKYOL re the following who have supplied me with information durimg the past two
menths: Jokm Forge, Steven Evans, Roper Pars, Narry Egremont, Andrew Donald; Michael
Gibson, Mark Shocsmith, Kevin Creen, Peter K:i.:ng. Maurice Barber, Steve S-:|uirr_~::. Jr:rl:':.-
Dickinson, Desm Warner, Colin Wilks, Kelth Franshem, Andy Hearlot:c, Julismn Shislds,
Carl Rosbreck. David W.lson, Jomes Mustard, Paul Underwood.

BEADLINE for the Harch npewssheet will be 27,2.90,



SALES

GROUP SWEATSHIRTS with logo on breast sre evailable in the following sizes and
colours: Small (grey only), Mediun {przemn, blue, rec, yellow), Large (goreen,
red, yellow), Extra Large {vellow only). Li:
Combinations of any of the above nob in stock can be ordered for El
GROUP TEESHIRTS with split and centre headcode 37's on fronc. S5,M,L or XL §£53:49

PRESERVED BE DIESEL & ELECTRIC LOCO'S book/register, by Andrew Garten 2100
CLASS 37 EENUMBERING LIST {1%80 Ecition] by Mike Millward L1100
MUGS {same design as Teeshiris) * now availahle by pose £7:00
'SYPHRIS" - cur first audio tape [as reviewed in 'Bail' insue 97) §3:50
'SYPHONS — THE SBOOMD EDCTION' audio tape, NEW) NEW! £3:50

PHXIO"a, 7" % 5" colour enlargements, card Framed - 3703%, 17116, 37263 £1:75
BADGES & PENS — 30p

NOTEFADS — 20p
FIOTOSTICKERS — 237011,30012, 37026, 37055, 57081, 27107 ,571 16, 57154,
IF1EF,37350,37673, 3760 37608 Whp
YIDED'S = produced by Hodern Traction videco™s, awailable lor the lallewing ©losses:
(1) Delvacs (23 3¥'s 13) #3/48's {4) 40°s T1H
(5) 4T's (0} 50"s Yolume §| {7) 90's ¥olume 2 (&) 7 s 221 %)

All run for 60 nirutes, hence the relatively high price. Poeose scate VHS or Beva.

_ocomaster Profiles Yideo's, again please stale YH> or Peta.
(1) Class 37 (30 minutes) [(9;93
12) Diemel Misc, ¥ol 1T (3] Diesel Misc. Yol Z {both 1 hout) 14295

Pleage include the following for postage & packing:

Phocoscickers,Badges, Pens Novepads, Renumbering list Preseroed book. Photc'=s - 19p
Teeshirts,Sweatshirts, ¥ideo's,Mogs - £1 per dvem
Audde Cassettes - Slp per tape.

Fiease make all chegues/postal orders payokle ta "THE CLASS 57 GROUVET and
gend to the SALES OFFICER.

Az you will notice from the above we now have mugs avacrlable by post lor (2 + 51
tor postoge & packing, and the second edition of the "SYPHINS' audio taps is now
on zale, There iz also the class 27 videp tape produced ay MIV. o

REV'EW Irrry MHekinsan {37008)

"SYPHONS - THE 2nd EDITIONT produces by Dean Warner for The Class 37 Group.

kecorded and preduced on the sane msachinery as the firatr "Syphons" tape and again
lasting for &6 minutes, this new tape losks at the cppostite aspeclh ol bhe cless 37
operations to the firsc edition — the passenger side, although a fev tracks ere of
fredight turns, Many of the recordings are 'from the Erain' and cover a different
area to those on the first tape with the West Highlard line faaturing prominently,
Tha tape iz net all pure thrash, side | features 57403 as itz conditien rapidly
deteriorates until it Zails complecely at Arrechar & Tarset. This tepe, like the
Tirst, contains 31 tracka aell of which are crystal clear and free from any tape
hiss/neise. Contained inside is a "gen' shoet which 15 clear and easy to follow.
For de, the mast impressive recerdings on the cassetbe ase cracks @ - 12 on =ide 2
recorded from 37219'= cab #s oower ds continually applied st maxzinum.

FPrice £5:30 - awailable from The Class 37 Group Sales.
Tane 1| still in prodactica.



NEWSDESIK

Eeallorations for the pericd 24.012.89 - 26.1.90 wvere as followss:

IMCY TI-IM  FGEF-DCEA 27245 TI-IN  FGET-DCEA 37240 TE-ED  FPMLIY-DCHA
3TM2 TI-OF  FLEI-FPEE aTles  CF-IM ] 7151 TI-IM FLET-DCEA
3766 TI-IM FGET-DCEA arle2 FOCE=DCWA A7ERA FFFE-FPFL1

Tive [ineacial year 1990/01 could see the first dnroads of any size nade to the class
27 Flest as 15 have beon selected Sor withdrawal, These are 37012/040,/072/087 f028
10T A5 A1 TR 191/ 197/ 21R/ 220 /232 /2387298, This list is reproduced thanks to 'Rail’
magazine. | beliewe there are still 5 from the 198990 programee to be withdrawn

of whizh 370% would presumably be one, Om the plus side, "Rail' also report that
42 A7/0"s have been approved for Overhaul, presumably all *G' exams, and these
includa GLO/03S,/ 046,054 /056 /075 /077 FOB3/09 /0950977 100,/ 161 F156/ 158/ 175/ /2147 222 /235
2R0/255 7250, In additicn 45 refurbished ezanples are scheduled for "F' exams.

The "Intermediates' are to be shared between DNoncaster and, interestirply, Glespow.
although it 1a thought that Stracferd DRS is also now able to carry out this work,
It was kpown that none were to be sent to Lairs, probably dee to the emount of time
they spend out of service there,

MAMINGE : Further nomings ef ‘ected by Tinsley include 37012 'OERWENT®, 37066 "VALLIANT'
37087 TWULCAN' end 37238 'SPLIFIRE ME 11", Alchough these are wsually desribed as
unoffizial names, they do appear on TOPS, does this sean they're officially recognised

GEMERAL: News nf the physical appearance of a couple of "celebrities' is as follows.
FT03H it would seem is being well wrecked by Cardiff, already wandering arocund with
a damaged headcode bex it has now had the doors placed over at one and, 37116 also
picked up a damaged headcode Lox which was repaired by sticking a couple of black
pin liners in ft! These were replaced by a yellow plate before thuse friendly cliaps
at Stratford got hold of it in Jonuory, replacing this with a black perspex pamel
with white do:. It still has its damaged skirt which wasz picked up a while ago ac
Motherwell,

LIVERIES: MNewly reported mre: 109 - triple tone {Metals); 220 - wriple tome
{Petroleum); 2307380 = triple tone {Coal). 4 full liverr list appears alsewhere in
this months magazine,

WORKS S AEFATRS OVERIAULS

DONCASTEE: Loconorives that have passed threugh “the plane' bectween 27.11.89 and
20,1.90 ere as toliows. Those that were still present om 20/1 are shown by an

asterisk followed by the release date, and this system will be applied to the cther
extablishments aswell: 020 (main geEnerator x=27/1); 057 (main gem‘.-ral.ur]: arl {I:‘H‘..j
J78 {Intermediate); 099 (engine reppirs *3/201; 104 {Intermediate}; 108 (Intersadiate);
162 ( Intermediate *E/21; 207 (Trrermediste); 239 (Intarmediaced; 251 (Light *31/1%;
504 (Light): 508 (Light *1/21: 906 {altersator *27/1). Also on site fer the whele
period were withdrewn 062 and 260, and stored 096. By the 26th Jonuary, 37095/ 146/240
had all arrived for Intermediate overhaols, joining 029/009/162/251/ 508 /9056,

GLASGM: Locn's passing throngh here hetweer 27.11.89 and 29.1.90 were: 097 {main
generator); (08 (main generater}: 113 {engice repairs); 379 (enpine repairs); 201
(bo;iesa’underframe]: 403 {light}; 406 (engice repairs); 407 (light *9/2); 615 (light
#12¢23: 617 {lighe); 4253 {light}. 097/098/115/379 vere all present on 15712, this is
the highest number o non EN 27"s topether for e long time.

LAIRA: The CEM sectien of the depot completed 223's intermediate in time for relesse
on 2¥/11. 263 was also completed during December amd 142 arrived with a release date
piven for 2.1.90. Laira i= nct scheduled to carry out 'G' exans after 1989/%).

STRATFORD: The DRES saw the following For attention betweer 2.12.89 and 19.]1.90:

138 {crankcase}; 154 (wheels/tyres); 250 (enginefaxle generators); 298 (frames *3171);
898 (engine repaira *31/1}, Cardiff Cantons 37H98 has almost taken up root, it was
stopped on 26710, An interesting visitor was Inverness's 156, not so long ago a
Stratlore allocated loeo,



NEWSDESE (eontineed}

This feoture tekes s lock at seme of Lhe various mishaps, breakdewns, special
workings ete that have concerned various members of the cluss 37 Fleet furing 1he
last couple of months in relation to freight services. 1 suppose it's the
equivalent to 'FPassenger Infermation' really, but Far Freigh: services. Reports sre
in numerical order according to the member of the class concerned,

1]

031

03z

14

131

138

170

185

244

251

261

hz

WES derailed one pair -of wheels at Doncaster Care Road depot on 16.12.R3, Tt
was zafely rerailed in just ower 2 hours,

which was working 1520 Harwich Parkeston = Mossend (BE71) o muliiple with 17H
was delayed at York 3owth Yard with # tripped circuit breskee, the decision
eventually being taken to detach it amd ollow 178 to carey on alope slightly
overioaded. It had eriginally tripped and Duncaster and was allowed te proceed
farward at &0 mph, the deve was 22,17.89,

was runndng light engine from Thornaby to Tyne Yard when it was called upon to
assist the 180 Bristel - Newcastle postal §1E94) after 31408 [uiled m
Ferryhill on 21.12.89.

failed at Hambleton on 2.1.90 while working 4530, the 1945 Dagenham - Bathpats.
It wos assisted from the rear by 47475 which was on 6H47, the 005 Scunlhorpe
to Tzes, as tar as York. 37031 reploced 074 at York and Jefu 120 minices lake
aml 373534 hauled 074 lack to Doncastar., BN4T then foiled as it was wizhle to
maintain brake pressuie omd had to be assisred itsell - what a night!

falled at Steatham Commson on 13.12.83 while warking o041, Lhe DOOD Southall -
Purley (W0} speedlink coel crain. After rescue it wau left a1 Purley chaineers
Sidings.

ran light from Immingham to Stow Park on the Lincoln - Gainsborcugh line on
16/12 to assist o Sprinter that had rur throwgh level crossing sates thousht o
have been blown open in high wirds {rather topical as 1 sit here 1¥ping thes
during our cwn ‘strong” winds on 257100, Tr was not involved Lo any passenper
work as these were conveyed from the site by taxi’s and a minibus. The Sprintes
was 130103 and the seryvice coscerned 2B03, 0625 Shef fold — Cleet horpes.

worked oMbs, the 1237 Aberdeen - Willesden, forsward Trom Carncustie on 13412 as
its booked loco' had gene to rescue a failed passenger train. 1M Tailed Stself
at Perth but fortunately 37025 was nearby headiog back to Motherwell Fighco

dissel end was able to work 6M64 forward to Mozsend, arriving 130 minutes lage,

came off the rails at Felizatows North FLT on che morning of 6/1, It hod been
in multiple with 063 which stayed on and returncd to Ipawich on its own. 183
was rerailed overnight and expected to move the next night to Tpowich [or
inspection.

worked a special 6236 from York to Taunton throsghout on 7712,

failed at Bathampten on 12/12 while wvorking 6B0% {train identity unknownl.
37107 was already dead in transit (DIT) and the pair were rescosd hy a 0.

working 4339 (yee 0F4) falled st Narthallertor om 12/12 with low oil pressure,
A replacement was sent from Thornady and Che teain left 109 minutes late,

farled at Aviemore on 14/12 while working &D0Z, 1845 Inverness — Mossend.
ITTOE workel forward to Perth where the train was caped 110 minures late,

the failure of this loco” on 29/11 led to the cancellation of 6002 {zee 251)
and lefr only & out of IF FLGUY loco's in aervice, nost north of the river Ness,
It was & hetter story om 15712 when she worked & specisl BGOS, 1845 Mossend to
Thernton Juretion.

[ailedt on T¥TO, the OZOT Tinsley = Salt End (hull) at Salcmarshe with hot
vater on 12/12. 37200 was sent from Gocle Lo assist,



This "Alast frem the Past' shows 57220 at Lowestoft on the evendng of 9.7.83.
It has juskt worked the 1700 Liverposl Street — Lowestoft and will now [orm che
005 to Norwich, More recently, 2i0 was released from Leira CEM on 27.11.89

after Intermediate overhaul {'G™ exan) which sheuld see it running for & good
few years wyet. (Apnderew Harloct 37253).



135 of the FGET pool worked the Bath Foad breakdown train to Stoke 0 fFord (0F
tip to help with the rerailing of a Civil Engineers Department spoil brain
on 14/1Z. This caused very late rinming to the 1950 Gloucester — Swinden
(EAST) which was 353's booked train which &t eventually left on 237 minutes
lace,

30 of the Freight Coment Hotherwsll (FACH) pool worked the 2334 Mossemd —
Aterdeen (GA17) on 14712 after the failure of 47457 juar belore deportore
Cime. The next day it returned south on 6864, the 1232 Aberdeen - Willpsier
but suffered a burst radiator ar Cove. 1t was rescued by 47052 which was sen
from Aberdeen ond the troin was caped at Sticking.

df4 wes in crouble on 1312 while working BCR9, che 2000 St, Blazey = Penesnce.
Ie put the train off at Burngullow Eo ceturn (o 56, Rlazey for coulant, Lhen
worked G039 forvard to Truro where 1t terminated ar U030, 184 minutes late.
This wos because there were ne paths available sfcer a sipnalling riot at
Haidenhead. 378 is part of Tinsley's FGEET pocl aml wes db the time on loan to
the laira FILL pool which has been suf ering appalling reliabil ity of late.
For example, at the beginning ofF Movember of the 0 37's alloacted 1o tie puerl
&]2,, 660 anl 671 were all lﬂltl} Lo be lone term casvalties, o677 wnuld only
work in multiple and 412 and 41& would not work din multiple correctly with
othes members of the pool or themselves! To help oue 37357 had ales boen
logned e tae peol for various periods during October ane November.

412 failed while working ar "officers special® (2Z01Y on 12712, 97401 was sent Lo
the rescue after 6¥37 {0910 Mossend - Forr dilliam) which it had been Lm
charpe of was caped at Garelochhead.

407 took a trip up the northern part ef the BCML an B/12 after 7359 failed ot
Tweedmouth while working 4564, the 2044 Morris Cowloy to Bathpate. 4797 had
run light trom Tyne Yard in order to assisc.

40 failed ar Crionlarich with Low cdl and woter pressure ou 20712 while wirrh iine
TBI9. the (51 Corpach to Mosgend .

312 failed aL Branpron Fell on the Carlisle to Nevcastle lipe while working 0610
Moszend = Tinsley (6EST} on 20/12. 21235 was sent tu assist but was unable to
maye the train which had to be worked forward in two pections to the sidiogs.
These two portions were then worked forwerd by 12395 and 37526 which had been
sent by Tyne Yard.

708 worked a special 6745, 0825 Corlizle — Mossend on both 7th and Sih of December,

AT606+507

These two loco's worked -he (050 Robestoa - Langley (6AD3) on 28512 and all was well
uttil they arrived at their destination. Here they hir the huTfers ar the Easr end

of the yard and knocked over a cabiret containdng all the track circuits for up and
dewn trains. 3/647 was derailed & wheels but 37506 wos completely derailed and landed
down @ bank. 597 was rerailed by the Old Uak Gommon breaddows train and hauled to Old
Gk by 47105, but 6% veeded the attention of Liwe Cerdiff breakdown crain aswell as
EF was laying At £5 degrees down the bank. It was revailed scmetime during the ea:1y
hours of the next day after an all night possession.

oy o7 oy e e e m—— e T
LATE CEN
21.1.80 37834 1620 Cardiff-Bristel (Llanwerr—Briatel)
23.1.90¢ 37708 1724 Glaspow (S-Edinburgh
253.1.90  37035+658 Bletchley—Sc. Fancras {1437, diverted From West Coasc ML)
2015 St, Pancras-Manchester (51, Pancras=Bletchley)
31.1.490 ATLan 1632 Liverpael St,—Kings Lynm(1HD4)

1921 ¥inps Lyan=Canbridge [ZH25)



1989 — What A Year !

It really 15 smazing how nueh happened last year wich regard to the 37°s and the
Eollewing information is all itoken frvm Lhe pages of "Srphon!" and "Syphon Extra",

JAHUAEY: Tn o Provincial services shake up, 37/A4's ceased workings on the West
Highlend but the Sprinterisation of the Far North was postponed. 37/4's reincroduced
on the "Korth & West' because of problens with class 135 Sprinters. 273 was namod
"Stoinless Piooees' aod Lbe start of a bizarre year for renumberdngs saw 312 revert
to 137, 309 and 3¢ bocome 271 and 272 ond 374 revert to 165, Only O33/05C/084 /064
were =till at Crewe for BOO and Ladira comnenced 'G' eesns with 215 and 268,

FEBRLARY: Following the emt of che West Highland 37/4's egen to be reallocated and
it did owt take 407 long to set onto North & West services. The collasse of Waterloo
Br-dge ot Inverness seranded 6 37/4's on the wrong side imcluding 421 which was by
now allocaved to Lairal 37074/006/178/ 184 were solected for early withdrawal aod the
resumberings continuwed with 165 back to 374, 306 to 273 and 38 to 274,

HARCE: 37062 became the chird of the class to be withdrawn, closely followed by 113,
At the ather end of the scale 719 was the last 37 to be relemsed to traffic frea
the truncated HGO programpe. 16 morths after being involved in a serious collision
with 671, 670 was finally released from Crewe and its first duty was an additional
freipht to Ipswich! 37013 appeared ac Eastleigh on driver training, believed to he
the ftrac in the ares for many years and 43C/ 431 reportedly fitted with cab—shore.

APEIL: 37419 became the firer of Fer North 'exiles® back on the nain network, being
moved by road frem Dingeall to Inverness. 719 substituted on the 'Welsh Merches
Eapress” after the failure of steam loco' 5080 "Defiant". An dmmaculate 427+430
worked the rovel train from Swansez to Welshpool, and 'hit listed' 074 entered
Doncester far Intermediate overhaul. There was the star: of a now long distance
treight from Burngullow to Irvioe, emd Metherwalls 321 reverted to D37,

MAT; 37350 was transferred to passenger sector PCFA principelly for a Cardiff-Weymouth
diagram but menaped guite a few trips to Liverpool etc. It ended the month derailed

at Weymouwth, The start of the summer timetalle saw 37/4's diagrammed to work the
Canbrian services and a 37,0 diagremmed to Yarmouwth, B86/4's took over certain 'liners
tetween Ipswich & Lomdon and 37's were booked on a Cardiff=Hamworchy mecals secvice,
taking them decp into the Scuthern. 37002 finally became 37351,

IUKE: 37035 became the Firse 37 painted in the Departmental sectors "bactleship prey’.
Fenumberings contlnwed apace with 353/336 reverting to 032/068 and 326/312 to 111 and
137, 5054511 worked port of the Coelville Cobbler railtouwr, an event where 37065
nperated a desnnstrarion freight servica carfying eur headboard. A grobby 37197 was
displayed at Mottinmgham staticn as part of the Midland Counties Railway 150 celebratios
and 37ZL6, 20901 and 20%0% worked the weedkiller train in multiple on the Esat Suffolk

LY Stracfords freightliner allocatad A1 e were reallocated ro Tinsley. ].EE'ril'lg_ the
Former with only 18 examples, and 709 and BS2 were "lcaned’ to FPCI - the first signs
of Petroleun loce's being concentreted at Immingham? 37350 returned to railfreight
sector FPEK, and 374 reverted to 165 {again). & dated service on Sarurdays began on
the Yest Highland with 37/4's, and 110+203 worked the 0320 Tenby-York on 1/7.

AUGUST: 37260 was withdrawn but 37113 was reinstated, 37352 reverted to 37008 and 501
Toat its celebrity Livery of BSC blue. 37/&'s continue to work Dingwall=Eyle of
Lochalsh services, and 711 end 719 were used on the Morth & West or 12/3 in conmecrion
with the Shrewsbury Flower Festival, It was 2 zood momth for passerger workinga with
S50 going over the 5 & O, 324 to York, 803 to Westbury and 220 to Paddington.

SEFTEMBER: 37113 returned to service, allocéted to Inverness, Octher changes saw 694
allocated to BEasLlield, 707 & 708 ellocated to Immingham and all remaining Motherwell
37/3'=s of the original sub class renumbsred. A} retwrned teo service, having been 2t
Slasgpow Works since lenpatry with collision ramage. AT upﬁrﬂ.l:Ed a shuttle on the
Sharpness branch in conjunction with a Gloucester Eall darv, an event which alss had
350 and 903 on displey. 37011 was cut up at Rollasons of Wellington.

OCTORER: 17006 was stored vnzerviceable at Tinsley, althoigh it and several other blue



Tinsley 37's started to sppear with painted on names. 37415/416/517/742]1 returned to
the "mainland Zrom the Far North amd were replaced by 1878 19/4620, 17505 uere
diogrommed onto a dated WottinghlamBlackpool service and hesvyweight Cardiff 37's
were diagrammed desp into Ang dia on A new freight sereice te Ipawich,

HOVEMBEE: Perlwps the nost surprising reallocations yet thils year saw & Cardiff based
374 Te reallocated to —mmingham and TO7/708 meve further serth to Bastfield., Prior to
this 37/6"'s had been working certain Cardiff-Eirmingkam, Derhy=Creue and b rmingham—
Eest Aaglia services., Pathfinder towrs took &11 to Cerldsle and [42 vo Milford Eaven.

DECFMBZR: By nov most of Tinsleys blue 27%s had recieved painted on names, and 27702
wes officially samed 'Taff Herthyr” . Thers were n “arge nomber of 3754 workings in
Scatland , wacciﬂllq' on the Glasgow—Inverness line, and 430 reapiesced on the Cumbrisn
despite row being allocated to Immingham. ALl in all, guite an eventful yeor!

E{E}m The -Cab by dndrew Harloor (17253

Mot a lot has happenec lately as I have spent mast of Jamuory learning how {or how
not to) drive railcars, so this menth I hasve pone hack to a day in Novesmber when ]
was Toad Llearning to Sizewell, A driver is not allowed to travel cver a piece of
line until he i1z complecely sarisiied chat he is familiar with the route, This
could mean travelling the line once, it eould be a dozen bimes. Previously 1 onoly
knew as far as Westsrfield through deing the Felisetows line, eo 1 hod 10 leasn
all the way upto Sizevell which included the branch and part of the East Solfolk
line.

Here we take s look at what happenec on the first doy. It's Monday morning and the

day starts very esrly a5 I have te learn on a revenue Harning (rada ol which Shere
is only onz regularly along beve, this beiog OYS0, 450 lpswich vu Ledseun. 1 pol

to work at 0346 and found thet the cngine waa A721%, one of ocnlv two 1Y pow Tilted
with radios bo work over the East Suffolk, the sther boing 17216,

Before we -en leave Ipawich the radios have Lo be tested to S0 00 they work, so

from the front cab 1 esk Railcom Sarmimdham for a test messaes, I than huve Lo de
the same from the other end to make sure that both radios are fully operative, [L
iz now rime Lo go up the yard to pick the train wp, but befors that 1 mske the teal
Qur forst stlep is Westerfielc anmd thut's becauss we have Lo ester Lhe syslean am
pice up the token for Westerfield co Woodbridge. The next thing ie bo pet
permission ta gn passed the stop boord, "this is the driver of 3586 to Kailoom
Saxmundham, we have pessed the station limits at Mesterlickd in che dosn disection,
over", Permission to continee obtained and off we zo, pessed the old station at
Bealipgs which closed back in 195 then it's down inte Woslbridge to change tekens.
‘The next s=ctlon is between Woodbricge and Saxmundheam, We move of [ slowly through
che uamanpned crossings of Woodbridge boatyerd amd on to Helton. llere we have to
stop for Lhe i vasiny gl casmol po wntil the Tight [Nlashes, so che engine is put
inta full pover and we are soon an Yickham Marker, It's time to chanee chonnels
here to that irdicated by the boacd beside the line and then we proceed on pRst bhe
junct-on that veed to go ta i:'r.'.’l.].ingh&rl. r:l'!.' nnw The Pl h e aff, bk iF A\ mmeon
needed agnin as we pass 3pape juncticn. We arrive at Saxmundhes in che down platlorm
where we hawe to waib absut 1% minutes fer the railcar to pess before we can po onte
the branch line to Sizewsll,

well, oo time like the present for enother cup of tem or two and to get the merning
paper. After aboub 15 sminutes the railcar cisappears S5 1t's time to get back on the
cngine and gel a shunt Loken Lo ge From Che down platforn to the wp, ond when jou
have done that & toker from Sazmundham ta the broanch. To get onto the branch you
have tn usa a proond Frame and then ie's uphill at 1:30 soemething.

Once on the branch there are 5 sets of gates to open and closs. The line speed is
20 mph but on the way back speeds of upto L} mph are obtained. At Sizewell you can
see where the old line toa Alceburpgh used te go, and it's now time to do some
shunting ia the yard, {nce this is completed we might as well have breakfast anc -
a cup of tea, well vou can't break the hahit of & litetime can you?

Cu the way back it's much the same as che outward journey, scoppiog at Soxmondham
and Weodbridge to pick up the tokens and we arriwve bacs im Ipswich yard ar 0947,
It'a time to go home pow for a lictle sleep before dinner.

I warked the mame train for the next two dave, and by khiz tine was happy that 1
knew the road, so now I can take 'the bomb' and whatever cther traffic is required
to Sizewell.



37‘159 (20.5.8E8) Julian Shields (371C0}

Meving had 3 conseculive weeka off work on holiday (7] I wasn't parcicularly Looking
forward Lo geing bock anc to make maliers worse, the following Saturday the rest of
the fanily were going ¢n holidar to Stranracr for @ week. I couldn't go with Chem az
I had no more holiday left ke take.

RBack at work, the week plodded an and things were not locking very gool, more sa on
the Wednesday wher I was hit on the leg by a rather large piece of metal suspended
from a crape. Unable to nove Jardly and in some pain, I was rished to hospital with
a suspected broker leg, caining ir an ambulance or the way. Tils now meant work was
a big no-no and as I lay in bed, wy leg fortunately ooly badly bruised, ny parents
considered what 0o do with me.

They ceuld eicher not go on hal-dey and ook after me at hone, or go oa beliday and
Leke uwe with Lhem. Thankfully chey decided on the latter. and so off we atormed co
Zcetland, unusually for me by car.

Sendhead caravan pack wag quite pleasant amd sunny. With little else to do I limped
around on oy bad leg, eating ice creams all day apd planning a move for Honday.
After o lot of perswading my parerts [inally agreed to let me go elthough my old man
wesn't 50 keen on the & am rise and rioted, saying someching about being on haliday)
Monday dawned cleer and bright and with my les Zeeling rather stiff my dad dreove me
the 5 miles to Stranraer station tor the OWKH te Llasate, This produced a rather
boring dufl which ac the appoinced cime deparced for Glasgow, sounding rather like
it was still asieep.

During the journey I spoke to o duff basher who informed me that there was an 1151
Eeinburgh = Carstzirs adiivienal which might produce something., The hest ides seened
to be to cover it and “lag my planned ETH move, so on arrival at Glassow I limped
across to Quesn Street for the 1003 shove to Edinburgh.

At Queen Strest, 57404 was sab on the 1015 to Fort William, so after a quick look in
WE Smiths I went end found & juiet seat on the shove. One minute Lo ten and what on
esrth is this? 4 blue splitbox 37 appeared ocut of the tunpel anl disappeared behind
404 into the bay platfern. IC was 27109 and its arrival caused some amusing
commotion amongst the “ew bashers oo 404, I had me s bit perplexed to say the least
bt 1 couldn't reelly do moch, a= at that moment the shove began to move se 1
decided to stay orn te Edinburzh in the hope of finding out some gan there.

At Edimburgh not £ lot wes happening. wWhilst waiting for the additionsl [ spied a
'preminent' Welsh basher who informed me that 109 had dene 1016, the 0655 Dundee to
Edinburgh, and <f it staved on disgram should de 1137, 1607 Glasgew — Arorocath and
then later 2Y02, 1924 Arbroatn = Dumies.

TFings were now looking wp &ndl a few minutes later the additional relled in,
urlortunetely with 47215 io charge. The duff bashers piled on and deciding that a
bite ta eat would be better, I went off o Eind a cafe. After some food and & look
reomd Fdinkmrah, 1 shoved hack to Glasgew in plenty of cime for the 1603.

At half past two 109 arrived st Oueen Street on ECS, and after takicg a Few photo's
1 watched it depart for Cowlairs amidst a cloud of clag and seunding like the driver
had yet to release the brakesi

Tre only problen ouw was Lhal I had promised my parents [ would meet them back at
Stranraer of f the 2030 Glasgow — Stranroer, ond ke be back in Clasgow for this time
T could only set ss far am Mondes on the 1603, Despite a desperate effort to trace
the telephone number of the caravan parck there was ro joy, amd not wanting to be
severely withared if 1 arrived back lace at Stranraer, I concluded the sensible
thing to do was to go co Dundee,

After a visit to the ticket Bert, I walked up the plarform to where the stock was
walting. Stood beside were about a dozen bashera and a coupler whe thought he was
getting something with electric heat. We didn't have to wait Iong and afesr a shart
time 106 emerged from che tunnel and backed onto the stock. I hurridly took a
photograph and leapt on, still hardly believing the Syphon was going to work.,

With a hiza, the brakes were released and ve eased off into the tunnel, slowly at
first but then we notched up and picked up speed anc the 37 hecame louder as it
starced up the steep incline. Soou the driver had the handle righ: back en the black



and with full power being applied, the noise becane 8 Chumlering arawl os 108
battled hard wp the 1:4b6 gradient. Thie sound quallity was cremsxloss, and Lo soy I
was bellowipg vub Lie window would be an understaccenert. On we gtormed, through
Bishopbriges and Lenzie, the driver not giving an inch. Obvicusly no messing around
pn thiz teain. Stirline was reached in 8 very short space of time. Here a basher ao
on who remarked "1 wouldn't have believed it", and the Welsh basher muttered
something about an "Anglian Wagon'. On throwgh the countryside we spec, 1%
areviding plenty of thrash with the driver ooviously emjoying @ change [rom the more
psual 47. At Parth o tew nore pecple got om, and on leaving the station the 37 made
a fime sight as it crossed over the viaduct spanning the river Tay down below us.
My new I had quite Forgetten ahovt my leg, aid with a smile I reflectod om the fact
that I should peally have been finishing for the day at work. It was indeed a
strange twist of Fate, and T made a mental noke not Lo pet too annoyed with the
crane operator the next time I sew him.

In tke distence the familiar shape of the Tay bridge could be seen, and shorply wo
arrived on time in Dundee. | leajt oub to take o few photographs, sad at mol B i g
able te stay on to Arbroath. A quick visit to the 10P5 office, however, reveq led
Lhat 37217 was allocated 1B29, 2216 Corstairs = Edinburgh. The Welsh basher decicled
to abandon 108 and go for thiz dnstead, T had 1ittle choice Sut to head back dirn
sourh, slightly withered at having to go to Stranraer and nod Carstairs,

The return ourney passed without incident and I arrlved back at icranraer Lo be mel
by my parents, plessed with havinmg had @ good run behind & Rlue 37, only wishing I
was somewhere else,

Mot everything went sccording to plan that night as at the last minute T war
swopped [or ex March loco 39097 on 1BZT, The next day, howevar, 217 worked 1130,
0655 Dundse — Edinburgh but come of f rhe diagram before it could do the 1603,

3109 ar Glasgpow Queen Street on the day in question, 29th Aupust 1988, It 18
weiting to leave with the 1603 to Artbroath (1L37), very much a train to watch in 45,



Regional View

.\ﬁn.'-L.ia

GENERAL: Fechaps one of the most udjusual events aof the year in these parcs was
37420 -_-|_|e||d1|'|5 Christmas in Anglia. She arrived with 37053 cn che merning of
Saturday 23cd Docember haviag worked south on the overnight ALOS, 2007 Coatbridge
ta Felixstower "liser., Having errived at Ipswich &264053 chen went lipght tc
Calchester for "A' exans. Taey wers back at Ipswich en 27712, disappearing te
Felixstowe to pick up snother 'liner amd then returned to Coatbridge on a norch-
hound 'liner. The next day they worked south again, srrivong at Ipswich on the
morning of Z8717 whence they headed scuch co Londom.

FELIXSTOWE: 3700594242 were seen arciving ac the Worth terniral oo $/12 and after
coupling up ta 47200 the trio returned light to Ipswich,

IFSHICH: Fresent on 26711 were 012, 072+116, 128, 120, 1544550 and 216, O06B+1%4
were acabled en the Mondoys only 0225 Ipewich—Garsten (4M3%9). A good selection of
7' were seen betwesn 0830 and 1440 on A717 (Wednasiay) as Fallows: 1BS(IMY, 216,
219, 7LOMCEY, freightliner peirs were (094252, 015+055, 0414047, 0054373 and 238+
271, 178, 216 and 272 were noted on 29/12 while on 30/13 065+101 were noted working
&Y, 0833 Stratford—Feltxstowe, The following Saturcay (b1} 37213(CF) was on the
Hythe=Toten cral train which is honked To leave Ipswich ac 1015. The disgran which
takes a Cardif 'heavyweight 37 inte Anglia has been observed during January with
Ul getting as far as Snailwell on &th and enly GD5 (Bch) and 718 (26th) petting to
Ipswich.

MARCH: 1L/ 218/498¢T1)/354/719(LF) were on depot on Sarurday 25ch November.

hr:-mm:‘H ATEIY nade what i3 now 8 rare trip for 37's to North Walshanr duripg December
With the tanks which come from Parkescon Quay Thiz was becouse of oil leaks on 31231,
one of the paie usually used. The return loaded tanks were worked by 47366 becauae
the load Factor is now too high Lor a 37, Octher A7's around Nerwich racantly have
ipe luded OAOOCTLE! and 211 om PW duty on Sonday *eS11. 37116 worked the D920 Whitemoor
to Norwich CGPB9Y and 1460 return {6H9C) on 1171, 10 performing the same duty ea
2101 aad retorniop with 31418 dead ia train (DIT) ipeluded in tha loed,

FLAETTRE

PETERTOROUGH: 57032 was puted here on boch 20711 and 6712,

ROTHERNAM: The followine were seen at the Parkgate station on 22/17F: 255(7E] ar 1337
on aouthheund laaded steel; 250(TEY at 1436 on sib scrap traing 203(TE} at 1440 nib
light engine and 235{TE) n/b empty szeel at 1501, At the same locatien 5104314
{TE/TE) were on a =/3 losded steel t-ain [(Lackenby=Corby} at 1403 on 1041,

TINSLEY TMD: Stabled over Christmas im the depob Stself were: O3L/053/077/271/208
A5E AL a50. The yard contaimed OGE/071CINIA0T4 /106 (CF) /1080 IM) /185, 2500 TE) 251 .
All were at their home depot wnless shown otherwise.

MIDLAND

CAELISLE: Recantly reallccated wo Eastiield, 57707 was on the Dalston—Grangemouth
tanks on both 12/12 and 14/1%. BSA(L7) worksd an ef/b steel trean away at 1330 on
13712 after s:abling at Carlisle while 716(CF) was on 2 s/b workimg on 20712, Host
unusial was the uss of Tinsley's 6794684 on Clitheroe-Cunnic CI'-‘ITIEHE workings
during December instead of the vsmal Motherws 1 allocated FACH Loco's. A new working
appeared during December.usualls a Taornaby 37 and consisting of a few steel wagons.
It did not rua daily asd noted on this train vere: DE3 (5/12), 521 (8/12) end 227
(137120, 37105+2050TL/ 1) worker a Falixstowe-Coatbridge freightliner through at
(W0 on B012. On 1871 37417487022 and three parcels vans arrived in the staticn from
the north at 1205. After running round the vans seperatcely, sa thaz 3174617 remained
at the front, they retucced naeth at 1250, The 87 wes not werking althoupgh ies
pantagraph was raised, ard one would assume that this was a vest run for 417 after
'F' exam at Springhurn.

SCITTT. AN
GRAMGEMOUTI: 035/CE0 170,175,/ 1857190/ 708 (all ED) were atabled on Sundny 10th Decemben




INVERNESS: Mardering newcomer Lo Scotlamd, 707 spent the weekend of 9010 December
At This morthern 'outpest' . On Monday 1lth it worked south on OBCO Inverness=k- ngs
Cross paasenger train and or l2th was noted ar Carlisle, as per the previous repork.

SOUTHEEN

ASHURST: Follewing on from the list given in 'Sowthern Freight' in the last "Syphon.”
more loco's noted on 6045 (U9 Cardiff Tidal-Hanworthy) wnd 609 1453 Hameor:hy=
Cardiff Tidal) are: 853 (24/11); 7:2 {27 & 20/11); 714 (29/11); 717 (30411 & 171320
25 (5 & 8/12); 905 (11 & 13712 717 (3/1)3 904 {B/UF1L/15 of Janwaryds I7H (2210
The alicn sound of the 37/9's has caused sur cnrsespondent to niss the vorking on a
few necasioas, gnd it's mice to see the use of & couple of 37/0's on this werking.
EASTLEICH: Loco's used on the 1328 Wosthucy-Easleigh (606201647 Fastlelgh=Glogcester
EVB1) speedlink ssrvice during the week ending 16412 were 37053/ 107/003/ 116 and 012,
in that order. Thizs service wes also worked by 371%& on 91, O6G “Waliant' on 1241,
055 om 16/1 {6042 only) and 055 agaiv on VE/E (BVED only). More unusual workinas
during Jonuary were: 37520(TE] on &1 worked 1535 Sovth Leith—Southempten Up Yard
(AZ55) and 2000 Southampton Up Yard-South Leich (6245); 37705C5FY an 1171 worked
0838 Ripple Lane—Eastleigh (6263}, returning light engine, This latter train was also
worked by 37893(5F) on 181 wich 37055 taking the train cnto Fawley comalete with &
heen concerto provided by & rather ‘enthusiastic’ driver?

WESTEEN:

AEROTSNDOD JUNCTION: Situated just ko the south east of Worcester, S7274 was mo il ak
1056 on 10/1 in charge of the =/b 6V05 steel train. The naxt day 37174 pessed light
s/h at 1717, Eoilowed by S19+521(TE+TE) on o/b 6R&T ar 1312 ard 724230 at 1338 on
n/b engineers train. 264 passed ac 0927 on 131 on 8 s/b engireers rain.
UHELTENHAM: On 841 ehe s/b 5B53 passed theough o 1415 with 250 ot the helm while
197 was in churge ol the nfb §M12 steel service at 1525. On 16/1, L7L pasoed Jisht
engine ot 1326 heading south and 0SS+ZL1(TE/TE) headed a s/b steel service at 1519.
FANTYFFYNNCH: Scabled with the cut down cab 08's on 2001 were 37693 and 6RY.

| Mﬁ%: Sraple motive power for the daily speedlink through Borcester during the
November, Becenber period was 37053 T1) which was noted almest daily Trom 20000 to
7/12. This wes eventually dimsplaced by EES{TI] which wos seen on 13ch and latk
December. Thiz service was nored gt Worcesier at various tiees bevwecn 1108 & E40i,
Other 37's seen in the station orca of lare are: 012(TI} on 1BS12 ar 1F30: 244 on
2/1 ot 1200; 252(TI) on 4/1 at 1240; 237 on 101 av 1130 and 012 again at 1036 on
13171, 37719 passed thrsugh Wercester at 0835 on 1671 with o sk steel service,

411 1oco"s in the "Hestern” reperl are sllocared to UF wsnlese staced otherwise.

#‘

Saturday April lath 1930, 'THE GWENT GROMLER' = The Growler Group

Route: - Wolverhampton (pu), Walsall (pu), Kiege Borten {pu}, Cheltenham {pul},
Gloncester (po), Chepstow. Newpert (ou), CGasr Jne, Gaer Fark .Jnc,
Aberbeeg, Fhbw Vale [rev), Aberbeeg, Gaer Park Jnc (res), Machen (rev),
Gaer Park Jmc, Ebbw Jnc, Cardiff Central (pu),. Court Sert, Jynevor Jnc,
Jerzey Marine 55 {rev}, Neath & Beacon Jnc, Blaenant, Onllwyn {revl,
Blaenant, Meath & Bescan Jnc, Jersey Marine 55 {rev), Cowct Sect UFL,
Leckwith Juc, Pensrth ¥orth Curve, Cardiff Central {sd), Newport {sd)
ther weturn ond sct down as pev ovtward journey.

Mstive Power: Wolverhsspron—Gloucester & Retucn — Unspecified Railfreight laco.
Cloncester-South Walea—Gleucester — Railfreight Coal class 37
Top & Teil Newport branches = Railfreight Metals rlass 37

Fares: E26:50 from holverhampton, Walsall, Einas Norion.
£2&:50 from Cheltenham and Gloucestes.
E22:00 [ron Hl:upq’.l:rt
£15:10C fron Cordiff Central for Onllwyn only [seats Timired}

Comtact: Grewler Group Bailtour, &6 Wisca Eoad, MWewport, Gwent NP9 SHZ



Passenger Information

fere goes for another months lonk st what 37's have been wsed on pessenger workings
in recent times. T have, in the sain, omm:tked EH 57/4's that nave been used in
Seatlamd (which is mainly 37416 going up and down the Highland mair line every day)
this informetion can be found in this months 'Electric Themes'.

20.11.89 GT#A2 1860 Glasgow Central-Stockport (Greepa Junction—Carlisle)
0, 11.80 97146 0522 Bristol-Newcastle (Rromsprove=Rirmingham NS}
) STRT0 0740 Paddinaton-FPlymouth {Daintzn-Plymouth)
§,12/89 37884 0725 Southport=Manchester Victoria {Swinton-Manchester ¥)
7.12.89  I7lan 1925 Mewport—-Abergavenny {Pontypoal-Abergavenmy )
18.12.89 3776 007 Plymouth=Glosgow © (Bremsgrove-Birmingham K5}
2%,12,89 37425 0657 Coventry Edinburgh (Caratairs—Edinburgh]
S30,12.89 37262 1715 Mrbroath=Perch (Arbroath-Pundea)
170G 1038 Fart Willism—Glasgow CF1545 Glasgow C-Fort William
L S s 1631 Cardiff-Faddington {Newperr—Paddingzon)
B. 1,00 37274 0750 Glasgow Central-Poole (Leamington Spa-Reading)
n.1.90  37eDT 1627 Mewzascle-Carlisle
17903 1715 Liverpool=Cardiff {Craven Arms—Hereford)
12.1.00 37146 M5 Cardiff-Liverpesl {Abergavenny—{reva)
13,1080 37133 0915 Liverpocl=Cardiff {Newport—Cardiff)
17146 a713 Aberystwyrh—-Eusten [Shrewsbury=kolverhampton)
¥0.1.90 97078 620 Cardiff-Carmarthan [Svarsea—Carmartnan) "Ruggex’
17T 1115 Heraford=Cardiff {Abergevenny—Carditt} 'Rugzex’
9372 1325 Bewport—Cardiff "Huggex®
749 MAE Swansea—TCrews/ 1520 Crewe-Swansea
3.1.50 43011 1325 Liverpool St.-Harwich POOCLA2ZAD
Zh.1.50 37140 0348 Ipswich-liverpanl- S,

1130 Liverpoc] St.-Horwich {Lliverpoel St.=Ipswich}

Om 27712, 37262 worked an unidentified Kings Cross-Aberdesn forwmrd from Dumdee,
4/HeE pushed £ train into Earlestown smmetime during the week ending 13/ and 26
worked again in Scotland on 1971, 37222 which was mentiencd os porticipating in

the 'Willian Shakeapeare Pullman' on 20/17 in last menths neveshest did ns more

than shunt the stock (chankfullyl)d, More information on the workings sbove is 8%
lollows, Dm 3011 37670 was tzken from G058 (1045 Weacthfield-%c.Blazey} to rescue

the failed 0740 Faddington=Plsmouth, the freight being termipeted ac Bewton Abbot.
37274 took over on the 475 Llasgow—Poole 'Wessex Scet' on 871 after 47B4T had
failed, The train was cermipated at Reading and 274 rock the stock back EOS at

lea=t as Far as the Bescot/Uolverhampton area, the etock heading for Longsight.

37437 failed on ths 0703 Cardiff=Liverposl on 12/1 and had to be assisted by 37146
Un rughy darv., Saturday 20ih Jenvary, 37207 went to rescue the 1115 Hereford to
Card:ff addicional after 47827 failed at Abergavenny. The train was put in the loop
to aslew 1¥08 (0913 Liverpool-Cardiff) past and the additional was restarted at
Pontrpool., 37372 worked the 15325 Newporr—Cardiff additional after Lhe failure of
4758F 'County of Norldlk'. Purther infoermation regarding the events of this doy can
be found in the feature "delsh Rughy into the 90's" this month. After rhe strang
wiwds of Thuesday 25th Japuary it was inevitable that @ 37 would work somewhere on
the Girear Fastern and 140 obliged 9y working the 0243 Ipawich-Liverpoel 5t [this
crain did not operate from Koewich} into the capital and then ceming out again after
the failure of B6230 which had flat batteries.

Brie: cetails of some of the workings Jiseed in the January “Syphom Exlra™ sre as
fullows, O 9711 97358 "P & 0 Containera’ rescuwed AT43L which hed failed ab Blackford
on the 1440 Inverness—Edinburgh. 338 had been working 6868 (1320 Inverness—Millechill)
which was deposited st Aochrerarder. After rescuing 47492 it returned to restart the
fraight about 90 minutes lare. 378 worked the 1110 York-Paddington from Pirmipgham to
Oxford on 12412 where the train was caped ¥) minutes late, this after the failure of
5003, and 17025 worked the 1025 Inverness—Eustcn from Carstairs o Carlisle on 16412
abber YKy failed. 37670 dragped a DMU on the 1139 Fenzance=Flymouth from Far on
Decenber 19th.



Welsh Rugby — Into The 90's_

You are probably wemdering what an art iele sbovt a sport played with funny shiaped
halls 1= doing in this nogazine, well read oo end a1l will e vevealed. Tell your
average pom chat you're oll Lo Weles for the dey for the rughy and they will probahly
think you're a bit batky, tcll them that you're going for the trains and net the
gpert gnd this shourld canfirm thedr suspicicns.

Tf vou're a 37 basher, however, it hes become customary Co make a pllgrimage to the
land of hills snd valleys whenever Wales play a home ‘nternational. It seens Lhat
despire ongoing redections in stock and motive power theowghout BRE (the word spare
being a thing of the past), everything is furgolien on rupby days. Whole rakes ol
carriages are drafted in aml although horsepswer 15 mainly the pressrve of the class
47, 37'a zreditiomally Feabure somewhare, althaugh in vecent times this has usvally
been of the "E' variety.

Saturday 20th January was booked for Wales to play France at Fthe Matiomal Stadium’
{I believe this is the correct name for che venue] with trains runming te n Jatiorn
gssablishad for the last game on 4.11.8%, which was a friendly, Thig would inwolee a
A7/4 working the Central Wales line from Swansea Lo Crewe and return wice DU, and o
Ferrolemm seciorsd "HE' 37 working & Rupgex forward Cron Swansss Lo Carmarthen in the
evening, everything clsc being bocked far ETH Cicted 07 s,

This combination proved too good bto ignore and the lomg journey wesh Wi undertaken
during the wsual houks (ie eaclyl. The Central Wales ioco' was booked to work from
Cardiff on the D739 o Swansea, the stock continuing on te West Wales, and this was
viewed at Port Talsot where at the appointed time 17429 rounded the cooner ond
stormed down inbe Che station. Afrer pausing beiefly it restartec ond made Ful
Tamsen, where it would be attached to the C94E fo Lrowe vid the Centra. Wales line,
consiating om this occasion of 2 air cond's (one 1st classh and a FV ANk I1). Wi
boarled early, experting 3 wedge but thizs did not really materialise — although i
you ' ve dome the Central Wales once you've probably no particular desire to do it
again. 3 hours 25 oinutes are alloved for the 101F miles to Ureven Arms, altbuough
this did inslude & run round st Llanelli. 47405 rolled in slengside us with Lhe OB44
‘Sprinter’ service from Cardiff and cespite ils best efforte Lo make us late departure
from Swansea was more vi less right btime.

The =limk out of Swanses ls up the vieioug Oorkett hank which climbs away at | LweEn
1260 and 1:52, elthough this did not prove toc mch of a problem for 'Eisty' with a
load of cnly 3. Once cthrough Cockett tunnel and over the top you can stecn down the
other. side which is even steeper, especially as Llike mast Central Wales trains we did
net hase to stop ot Goverton, 11: miles afrter leaving Swansea we arrived at Linielll
where the 37 would have te run round. This was compensaled [og by aliecing the Limings
between here and Llandrindod and ezducing the stand time at Lle latter.

Manouvres completed, phoro's and eefeeshuents obtained, we ieft Llanclli behind and
afrer thrashing back along the 'main tine" for o short diztance we turned left and
headed off for the scenic bit. The deliahts= of the Central Wales line take one rhrough
a succession nf pretiy wooded walleys, lush green flelds, small towns and himlets and
across Tivers and streams. When the Line was built anywhere that somehexdy might have
wanbed to live had a statien built, and amazimgly 27 cemaln open between Llanelli and
Craven Armes, many on 8 reques: stop basis and mearly &11 completely unpronounciibile
with a mizture of vowels and double consonants arranged al raudom, The D948 Qs booked
ta ¢all at &1l shacks depending on pacronage and this was to add te tho vocal
enterralnment, especially ms we seemsd to stop at them all answsy, and uhy not? Te's=
not evers day they get a 37 alomg here, Central Wales drivers appear to know cnly two
positions on the power handle, full nn and ofI, and if you slip &8 few times who
cares? Cartainly not me, amt sven though we only had s load af 3 there was plenty of
slipping to enjoy.

A fow bashers alighted at Pantyifrmcn vhere 37693 and 37689 were stanled along with

a couple of cut down ecab 08's, while at Llandrindod we hed an ampro@iti photo-stop.
ke is wsunal on & 37 hasled train the time just seemed o whiz by =sad io o Lame ab all
we were at the Craven Arms junctiom howe. & Railfreight livericd 37 of the priginal
design shot pust sorchwards towards Shrewshury and we vaited [or it to clear the



sectlon. After a few minutes and then & few minutes more wpoithiog bad happened and our
driver seemnl to be getting rather inpacient until Finolly we went anyway, stopping
just short of the stotion whore ve stood or a few more minutes. A1l the =ignals
remerinnd ot denger ard after a while we drew forward into the station. Host of the
rrain aliphtet to do the anit back to Swansea and o5 the road renained at donger
there was the opportunity te get some more photo's in the can. We said goelbye Co

439 as it stormed off upta the signal bax by the level crossing to find oLt what the
hell was going o, presumably a block fadilure.

After o shert time our unit rellad into the station, & Fine {enrral Wales pair
coneiating of pownr units 51563 and 53045, Now those of you who thought that oaly the
Japanese played silly pames that tested the physical and mental endurance of the
contestants had reckoened withoéut ehe Central Weles, and the thought of a 3 howr return
run o & power twin MU was not exmckly exhileracing, An indication of how sxciring
this was can be piven by comsidering that mest ol wur wnit was asleep for the
duration, net an easy feat on o DMU power car. After an age we finally arrived back at
Swanses where Chers was just ahout ar hour to visit the peb and chtain che football
results and Some seull attack. It was at this point that we learned that two "NB' 37's
had already worked today, 37207 rescoing the 1113 Hereford - Cardift at Abergavenney
and 37372 werking the 1325 Newport - Cardiff. One of these was due to a duff failure
and the other because the duff ran out of feel — peshaps the Pantyffynnon mave was not
such a bad one!

Walas had lest the rughy 20=10 ¢a Frence amd in any ncher country that was as fenatica
abous a particular sport this would probably be a mational disaster, but as most
welshmen seemed to b composed of at least 75% alcohel by this time nobody seemed to
be much bothered. Indeed this was a result worsened only by Barnsley, who cculd only
manaze at 1-1 drow at home to Flymeuth, slipping deeper into relegation trocble,

A jug wr Lwo later we nmode the short stagger back to the stetion is the rain, ready
for the davs main cvent. The train in questicom was the 1731 to Carmarthen which
fdeparts Cardiff ar 1620, end the gen wes that 37078 was the appointed besst. There had
heen ne sign of 1t at Swansea, nor Margam it was reported, but nobody seemed to be
teterred by this fact ond walking wp che platform two familiar "split box' narker
ligh:s could be Seen in the distance.

Now according £o che informacion screens our train was Lhe 1732 arrival from Cardiif
and the 1731 deparrure vo Carmarthen, btut I hoven't been able to werk this one out
yet, After a while, a strumming dewice brought the train im and in ne time at all O7E
had drawn ua onto the cther end. She was hoge, sadly now En railireight triple grey
but retaining doors and boxes, With a load of something Iike 10 or 11 the ascent of
Cockett bank was 1ikely to he somevhat more spectacular than the earlier problem posed
Far 4%, and so it proved co be. Without amy ceremony or Fanfare the biokes were
released and away we rolled, out of the staticn and ente the bank where the old gzirl
marcied proud-v up to the tep, albait rather clowly bot it made A fine sound. After a
miner hiccop at the end of Cockett tunnel (which seems to be uphill in both directions
we Tolled down the other side to Gowerton. We stopped for quite a while at most
statiops, especially Llanelli where ve pessed & chariot heading back towards Swansea.
This run was booked all stariens, no deoubt to aveid the risk of aop inebriated Tugby
drunss boarding @ non stop train and tken causing @ rict. Weo had to waik outside
Carmarthen station for the [844 unit to Swansea to depart hefore access to the statieor
could be goined, and orce the unit had passed we made cur way into the stat-on and
what we fhought was the end of a good dtay. It hed caker about 1% hours to do the 33
miles from #wensea, although #s already mentioned there were some quite langthy
stetlon stands. ALl that remained nov ves 8 Strim bock to Swansea on the 1917 from
Carmarthen sliicl is che 1820 from Milford, anc today c¢lasa &7 and stock vice IMU.

But wast, a meseiah wae preaching that we ware ables to rebosrd the train and travel
hack to Swansea on the ECS - double the fun frem 73,

The run round wes about the quickest I've ever seen executed on BE and soon we were
ready for the aff, net surprisiog really as the Milford must have been right on our
tatl, waiting Eo pet imto the station. AE 19I5 we lelt, and after traversing the
junctions again to lesve Carmarilien Lhe power was wound full open amd left chere, the



migns were Chat this was to be a hellfire run, and that s what il proved o oc.

We stopped at ¥idwelly where a couple of passengers alighted and then Che power
was opened vup full once apain until the next station, We stopped oL Llanelli and
this preved te be tie final encore. Having waited a couple of minutes for the road
the drirer got on tae "phone te find out what the delay wae, As nzual che signal
tleared immediately, and we left in specracolar fashion, afeer o few splutrerings
it wnm Full pover to Swinsea. On throegh Gowertem ir the dark and then onto Cockett
bank Eram the apposite, and steeper direction. Deapite a wond lengthy run in
advance the speed spon slewed, and the steady beat of the T2C5VT hoomse] our Lnto
the night @ir, the englne working hard. AT worst Lhe climb 15 1:50 te 1353 here,
8lightly worse Lhan Lhe ascent from the Syansea direction, but she climbed well and
tock us into Ceckett tunnel. Through the Swanses suburhs and  down past Landore isto
the staticn where abonr 50 = 100 bashers alizhred at the end of a geod ron. The
return journey had been made in abowt 50 minutes including station sLops, itk though
chis was somewhat slower than 37371 on &4th Hevember last.

075"s day was fimished now and at stood prowily umder Che stotion light= heving
arovided & fina eveénings entertainment. A11 that was left was For 429 to take the
048 from Swansea to Cardiff (the 1350 from Milford Mevem) otice it had returned from
the Central Wales linme.

Welsh rogby internatinnals are certainly a geco day out for both rughy [Ene end
bashers alike, so remember, in future "be there, or be o spuare” or werds te that
effect!

Livery Line Up

Here we see the situation st the erd of Jenuary, taking this monghs changes into
account. As you can cee che ranks ol blue 375 are now diminishing raphdly.

BR BLUE: 003000/010,005) 025 /03870400651 54/ 06607207 /07T OB/ OBT MG L D05 U 097
DOR 100/ 106 107/ 131,133/ 139/ 140/ 161/ 142 1184 /1 54/ 158/ 162, 1 FO/ LTE] 185/ 197 /214
TGS DT B8 219220 /222 135 2390 290/ 238 240/ Ta4 24 S5 256, 258 2905/ 208000 LOB/ L ad

{59)

DEFARTMENTAL GREY: Q2570717 1064, 207202/ 102 {6
INTER CITY/HAIN LINE:&C1/ 804/ 405 4060/ 400/ 817/ 425 (71
LARGE 1000 BLUE: OLZ/057/116/ 128/ 1537174/ 175/ 101/ 203/ 200/ 261/ 264 /402 (407 / S08/ 410415
415/616/418/8610/820/ 421 fa4 M 406-431 /0261527156 (34

RATLSFRIGHT CREY: 506, S0R/512/513/600-697 /600, 701/ 703,704/ 196-803/ BS4-899/501/905{ 32)

RED STEIFE GREY: O08/032/0687196/ 250/ 351355 FA70, 371 AT AT IS TR SATT STRS TR 506
514=520/666,/671 /672, AT5-RE0/ RS2/ GRS /6B [

TRIPLE TOWE:Coal: 089/ 1674212/ 217/ 223/ 235,/ 290/ 074/ 3TH ) 5H0 6H0 /608 / TO2
Construction $0B0F138/211 /354611622 /5157681 6ET MAEE

Matals A (DT AOA 065, 031 S DB9 /000, 109/ 110111/ 137/ 1904 201/ 202/ 227/ 275381
sm.isﬂzf 03,505/ 507,500/ 510/ 51 1/521 /067, 068/ TL1-719/883,/884/ 835886
a3 06

Hene aapl ied 1075/ 283 /0B aEs 902004

Ferroloum SOESAOTE 18R/ 215/ BE0S 2A2/ BAA TT D/ 260 206/ 359/ T0S-T 10/ BET-E02/ 184

Speed Link 11500 0,/020,/031 F04 7053/ 055/ 058,058/ (A3/065/CTO0TE/ LOL/ 112/ 1341194
19872422521 155271 F2T 2 35T/ 403/ 412 /414 /6T0/ET3

Unknown 1165 (127

OTHERS: Creen — 350z Blus with urapround yellow ends — 145; Blue with silver roof
and large logo's - 353



ELECTRIC THEMES

This months stotus report shows the aituation at 0535 on Tuesay 3lat January.

37461 Ed FGIE  On route G004 (0260 Forr Willien — Mogsand).

37402 Eh FGTE  On route 1701 (0450 Clasgow Central - Fort Walliem)

17402 EP FGTE EasiLlield THER, &Llocated 7Y45,

17404 Elr FGTE Fore Willian, arrived at (MO0 on BY35 (2518 Hossend Fort William)
ITAls  Elr FGTE Fort William, train details as for 37404,

F40R Flb FETFE Portobello, out of service for wheel turring.

37407 TN [CEN  Glasgow Works, out of service 'F" exam. Expected 0K - 9/%.

37408 IM DCEA  Om route 6P ex Tyne Yawd,

Jvall ED FLTE Eastfield ™D, out of service cylindar Feults.

37410 ED PFGTE  Eastfield THMD, out of service cylindsr fsults, expected QK 22/2.
Jikll T1  FAHT Huxtaon M0,

37612 LA FJLL Sc Blazey,

37412 ED PGTE drisalacich Lower . Allocsied 7Y37 Lo Fore William,

37414 LA PEL fn route 6036 (0520 3t. Elozey - Tovistock Junciden).

37415 I PGUV  Clasgow Works, gut of service 'F' exam. Expected OK — 12/2.
3416 15 RGOV Inverness THD.

37417 15 PGV Inverness THD. cut of service cellision damage, expect OF - 22,
33418 1= FPGUY Eyle of lochalsk.

1419 IF PGV Georgemas Jumction, allocated 2H70 to Thurse/ZHT1 to Georpemas.
7820 I8 PGUY Muir ol Crd.

JFa2i IE PGV Aberiesn, driver training duties.

37422 TI FABT  Duxton.

37623 EL FCGTE Enstficld THE,

A7aF ET FGTE  On route Foct William = Mossend light engine, then 7¥4] to A4 & T,
37425 TI FABT Buxton THD.

7425 IM FPBC  On route light enpine form Castleton Junction.

3743y CF PCFA Canten THMDN, out of service traction motors.

37428 CF PCFA On reute IM06 (0507 Cardiff = Liverpool}, then 1VO8 to CerdifE.
Amd3 UF MEFA Canton TMD, ellocated 1M1 (0703 Cardiff - Liverpocl).

A7430 IM  FFBC Immingham THMD, out of service waiting 1fre equipment materials.
37431 CF PCFA Machynllech, Allocated 5A31 ECS to Aderystwych & 1431 to Shrewshury.

Wheres no OF date is given, assune this to be 3171 exceat in the case of 430 where
it iz BfZ, Note that 426 has been reallocated to FFBC [Freight [Petroleun) Stanlow
pooll, this beirg effvcted after the repore from which the newsdesk reallocatiocns
ware compilad. 427 'Bont ¥ Bermo' was in the wars as usual, hoving beon stopped
earlier in the monch witk accident damsge sustained scmevhere on tha Cambrian. No
sonner was it cleared to return to teaffic than it failed with craction nokor defects!
Talking of dead PCFA loco's, 37428 arrived at Cardiff on 25/1 in charge of the 11.3
Liverpool - Cardiff with both &42% and 431 coupled desd inside. 427 was already out
of service ab Canton so this left 428 alope in sefvice, |t is reperted that Provincial
have no desire to pay for 37/4's on che "Norih & West' route beyond May, ard all the
135 Sprinter=s are nov back in service. This situwation la confused by the fact that
Provincial are paving foe an "F' sxam an 17476 vhich doss not belang to thes anvmore,
perhaps this is for services rerdered? There 7ave been a lot of 37/4 workicgs oa
Scotrish dnternal services as you will hive noriced from the Passenger Information
section from last months newssheet, 516 seems to hawe been the most common, noted on
the 0700 Inverness = Glaxgow and 1333 Gleapow-Inverness on 371, 5/1, 641, 2k least,
On 871 ie was on IHOS {0933 Glasgow — :ﬂ'nEl:’nE'éH} while cu the 153/1 and 2071 it worked
1807 (7215 Euston — [nverness=) forward Erom Mossend on lead &. The Lest though is
1M15 (2035 Inverness — Euston) which it worked at least on BF1 and 1941, it is
beliaved this loads to 15 bogies! A power report for Scotland on 8/1 showed 41&(L4)
and 415{13} cogether at Ayr, 401 on IY01, 424 om 1063 Fort William - Glasgow Central,
413 on ZH30 Kyle of Lochalsh to Vingwall and 519 25 Lecrgemas pilot. 416 was on IHOG
as above, Ou 371 403 worked a Glasgow — Aberdeen (1T22), and on &4 was LCO3 co
Glasgow Central. On 22/12, the Welsh quartette were positioned as follows: &27 was un
2055 (1145 Weymouth-Bristol), 428 on the Cambrian, 479 on the 0815 liverpecl — Cardiff
:l:u‘l 421 was out of service. 426 spent Chrisrmas in Anglia as reported in 'Rogional
iaw.



These twa photo's show how much things hoeve chapged at Tpawich during
the last few years. Out hayve pone the semaphore sipgnals, signalbox.,
crogg ovara end trees, to be replaced by coloue Tight signalling,
simplitied track Rayout ond electrificotion. Fortunately the motive
power on reight work las V'L chaneged 1o much , danlthough its physical
Appearance mey have done,

ARONE: 37088 arrives from Dhe north with the Messenl-Parkeston air
broke traight during the later part of 1983, 40026 started off the
journey but was changed ot Harch.

BELOW: Six wyears later, 37BHS is seen arriving from the same direction
wikk the Horwich=Ripple Lane '"Charrington' ranks, 88 was Tormeriy
37135, and tkis picture wae taken prior to paming "Petrclea’

Botk photo's are oy Jerry Dickinson (57098).




F1500+511 shure the ECE far che "Coalville Cobbler®
ready for departure at Coalville on 11.6.89. This tour was beset by
late running caused mainly by the Failpre of 33053 at Buston, A Full

report appeared in Lhe Augest "Syphonl”. Michael Gibzon (370200
THIS PAGE TOP: Ancther view of 37140 on one of its sumner trips to
Yarnouth, This particular view shows 1t reversing out afrer working
the D from Birmingham New Screet which it cook  [orwvard from
Norwich, the dace is 23.0.80, Carl Roshroos [3705E)

A7/ was= diapramed Lo work a Musulay—Fricdays MotLinghan—Blackpoul sl
retert wntil 3.11.89, Here we see 37408 at Sheffield on 19.10.89 on
the oubtward joucney. Carl Rosbrock (37053)




