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EDTTORIAL : You will motice from the abowve that there have been a couple of chamges to
the Committoe during the last ménth, Sadly we hawve lost the services of Mark Aldous as
Membership Secretary due to personal commitments, this positdon hae been kaken over by
heil Murphy whe has moved from his former post of Treasurer. Both Mark and Neil teck up
their respective positions during the committee reshuffle of last June and have set up
effective and efficlent systens relating to their two posts. Our thanks to Mark for the
kardwork be hes put into the Membership Secrotarys job, and likewise a note of thanks
to Neil for holding the reins in the Treasurers seat. This letter job is now the
preserve of Jane Garten [ = yes, a relation) who has agreed to take on these dutie= at
the invitation of the committee. We wish borh Neil and Jane well with their new
responsibilities.

With the summer nearly upon us, and the wswol round of Open Days and events, we hayve
been busy arranging for the Growp to attend st as many evente sg possible, These in the
ripeline so far, although not all may be confirmed, are: 20/5 = Tlford COpen Dar:

46 — Nottingham Station exhibition: 11/6 - Coalwille Open Day: 24 & 25/6 — Midland
Bailway Trust Diesel Spectacular (Butterley): 1 & 2/7 - Grantham Rail weekend.

This is quite a busy programme so far, and we would love to meet as meny of yoo as
possible, so come along and see us.

SUMMER DRAW: Last yesr we experimented with running a summer lottery, and I would say
that raiging E67 for the Preservation Fund can be regarded as a seccess. This yvear we
have decided to repest the exercise, but also make it bizger and better. Me have raised
the valve of the three cash prizes to £50, E25 and E10, and there will be other prizes
tos, Te help cover this additional expenditure, we have alsc doubled the mumber of
tickets princed, and that iz why vou will find a ook of tickets accompanying this
montha news—sheet. Please support us and help raise money [or the Presecvation Fund by
purchasing them, I know thot some of you brought more than one book last year and 1
will gladly supply mere tickets en request. We need sverybody to btry selling them to
friends, relatives, etc. Cheques/Foscal frders should be made payable ke "The Class 37
Group" and returned with ticket stubs to the Editor as soon a8 possible. If you do nut
want the tickets, please recurn them to me 820 we can tey and 2ell them.

BACE ISSUES: I have available copies of all wagagines back to February 1083, ie February,
April, June, August, October, December 1988, February & April 1989, as well as all
news=sheers. These can be purchased for 50p per magazine and 15p per news—chest by
sending a cheguee,/Postal Order and Sramped, Addressed large envelape {or stamp) ta the
Editor et the address above. These will be on sale at Open Days and are subject o
availabiliey.



PRESZEVATION FUND: This has increased to £833:42 for the following reasons;

£5 donation from Nr D.Hughes, £15 denaticn from Kevin Greem and £10 collected at the
April Ipswich Open Meering. Could all domacions please be sent to the new Treasurer
db the aaded ress over el .,

NEW HEMBERS/RENEWALS: Our thank=z o the Following: Rodney, Diane and Nachan Saumders,
Mr 5.King, John Forge, Michael Gibsen, Mr P.Eing, John & Richard Perry, Mz A.McGovern,
Kevin & Harold Green aod Me H.Ezremont.

DIARY

13.5.89 'AENTA' traintours, Lowestoft to York wia the East Suffolk line, (0692) 406152

17.5.8%  Open Mesting, S=ation Hotel, Tpswich (losunge side), from 2000,

H.5.8% Ilford depct Open Day. We will be there with the trade stanc.

21.5.8% Inter City diesel day, 2x37 bocked to work., Tickets must be browght in advance

4.6.4% Midland Counties Railway 150 celebrations. Exhibitions at Derby & Nottingham,
we should be at one of thenm.

11.0.8% Ceoalville depot Open lay — we are here with the trade stand too. Te coincide
with this event, Hercfordshire Railtonrs are ajvertising a railtour wvith 37
power For part of the journey. Contact: (D43 871} =050 (0930-1700 Mon-Fri)

THARKS this mwonth bo: Eeith Fransham,John Ferge,Jerry Dickleson,Andrew Denald,Derek
Morris,3cephen Evans,Mr R.Upton,Colin Wilks, J.Tilbury,Mr B.Darling,Jim Eamsay;John
Cameron,Phz1l Brooks, 5.King,kevin Green,Dave Bratc,Michael Gibson, Maurice Barber,
Meleolm Hicks & Bichard Page. Bpeeial thanks to my wife for assembing and distriboting
last menthe mapazine. Sorey to anybody I've forgatten — thanks for all the letters

REGICHAL VIEW — First 37/48 returns from che Dingwall outpost, 37719 substitutes for
a steam loco, 37's back an the quay at Lowestoft — all this and much more, read onl

ANGLIA: Not so leng apgo, anything other than & Btratford besed 37 was a rarity at
Ipewich, Possibly as a result of the merger between Speedlink and Freizhtliners,
Tinzley based examples are now commonplace, Some exanples dering April are: 355(TT)+
QACSFY, OI3+242(TT/TL), OFLITIMOTHSEY, 353TI) and 251(TI). Perhaps the moest unusual
pairing was that of 198(TIM070{15), =een om April Bch. 37's hare also been turning up
in1 welcome numbers at Nerwich, especislly at weekends for ballast work. Present for the
weekend 8/0 April were 0774140 & 1TR+038, Tvo weeks later it was the turn of 055,116 &
219, and there were another three at Norwich the folloving weekend., Things pot to
epidenic proporvions on Monday 24th with no fewer chan 3 present. 035,116 & 219 all
recurned to lpswich light dies=l along with 47217 as one movenent, leaving around lunch
time, 37218 worked the midday Whitemoor speedlink service, while 3720% worked o special
Norvich to Theeferd with two army trucks. Two weeks earlier on 10th April, 218 had
wirked the sarly morning 6PR] March Whitemoor — Norwich, 6FE6 & 6PH7 Lowestoft trip
returning with one grain wagon, and GH%5 evening Norwich to Whitemoor. Another visitor
to Lowestoft was 37211 on Friday 28th which shunted 3 grain wagons ento the quay. This
movement 15 possible by using a matchwagon and so it is not just 31's that will work to
Lowestoft after all, Other news irem arcund the regicn is as follows. On Saturday l1st,
the LLDD Norwieh to Liverpool Street failed near Chelmesford. Strecford sent 37H9O
which was attached to the train but could net build up air pressure. lo removed the 86
and went forvard light engine, 47292 working the train forward. Om Tuesday &ch 209+25%8
were failed ac Ely while working &L05 (2007 Coatbridpe-Felixzscowe) This resulted in the
retarn working being $40 mings late and reduced Ipswich's [reightliner pairs from 4 o 11
The: same day 239(CF)] Failed at March on the 6135, 215 Toton=Hythe caal. (n Friday 7th
371074019 took over from the 31 pair on the 6F37, 1320 North WalshamHarwich PO tamks,
at Ipswich = departing 15 minutes late. The seme day 37358 failed at Colchester while
working 4LBE Willesden—Harwich P in mulviple with 37055, 31198+306 worked forward.
37219 worked a cement train o Leiston on Memday 10th, while on 13th apother failure
was 37Z1] (+37107) at Stowsarket on 44465 (D655 Felixstowe=Trafferd Park). 370574353
(3F/TI) worked forward after a delay of 60 minutes. There was chass on the night of
Mumdiay 17th, the story unwinds as {ollows. 37087 (H0538) fails at Colchester with &MB7,
driver refuses & pair of 31"s as subatitute. 37077 (+140) fails at Ipawich on 4M53. A
good pair is made owt of two bad ones at Colechester by mareying 37038 with 37140, &HET
leaving 140 mins lare, and F705MDGTI/TT) are used afFf an inward working For 4MA3,
departing Ipswich & hrs 38 mins late. On Wednesday 19th, 37055+116, 251{TI}, 216. 219
and 063+104(TT/SF} were at Ipswich, while on Saturdar 2Znd, 37130(CF), 271(TI) & 358
wore gt Colchester and 37029(71), 209 and 218 at March,



Up and Down the Marches

In May 1988, class 155 'Super Sprinlers’ were assigned to
takte—over eervices op the Cordiff to Crewe line, replacing
the locomotive hauled trains that had proceeded nnd which
hed themselves repleced first generation MU'z in the
early 1980"s. The introduction of the ¢lass 155's haa
never béen completely successful and for almost the whole
time since, locosmotive hauled trains have substituted on
certain workings, uwsually with class 37/4's as motive
POWET ,

SHREWSEURY

The original idea was for a blanket introduction of 155's
from the starrt of the 1938 summer timetable, however, the
need for a rolling programme of modifications meant that
two locomotive hauled diagrams remained throughout the
summer,, booked for 37/6's. It was possible to introduoce

a conplete 155 service from the winter 1088 timetable

in Octcber, but it was not long before the occasional
loconotive hauled train crept back. It was no surprise
when an otficial diagram appeared from November 28Bth
involving a 37/ 4 and two vound trips to Liverpool, amd thres
weeks later came the now well known decision to withdraw bhe
complete class 155 flesr from service for an excensire
programme. of door modifications. This resulied in the need
Eor theee locomotive hauvled diagrams, all booked for 37/ 4" s,
which after some modifications settled down to 4 Liverpool
workings =plit between two loco's, with tha third diagram
comprising a trip to Manchester :mrl then Bhyl on the North
Wales coast of all places. This remains the sitwation at the
time of writing, ie May [O88.

CHURCH STRETTON

CEAVEN ARMS

LEOMINSTER

These arc high milage diagrams, For cxample Cwd rooid Ly Dps
from Cardiff to Liverpool totals 09 miles, essily within
the range of o twin tenk Fitked 37. The deciszion Lo use Lien
for these treing has to be one of the better decisions of
British Rail in recent times as they ceem to he ideal,
easily being able to match the Sprinter timings on which
they operate, and the usval loads of & or 5 vehicles
well within their ETH index of 30. It is not uwnusual
to arrive upte 5 minutes eerly at various points along
the line.

HEREFORD

Thiz 1% ane of the last pleces where 37's
are able to run At more or less mainline
running conditions on a regular timetable,
& cays per week. I woild strongly advise
anybody who likes to be hauled by a class
37, especially at speed, to invest in a
Journey along this line, before it mar he
o0 late.

ABERGAVENNEY

PONTYPOOL

CWHBRAN

NEWPORT

CARDIFF



The Cardiff vo Crewe "Marches' line can easily be divided into 4 nmain sections
argund the three pain intermediate points on the toute of Newport, Hereford and
Shrewsbury . Thie line is "up' from Cardiffl to Shrewsbury end 'down' from Shrewsbury
to Crewe, Mileposts are on the north (Cardiff-Newport) and west (Newport=Crewe)
side throughout, Distances shown are to the nearest quarter milepost, not distance
from any common location, a8 this should help with locating che features discribed.

CAKDIFF — NEWPORT

We start at the Welsh capital of Cardlff ready for the guick 'sprint' to Newport,

a distence 1 chain short of (1§ miles. As would be expected of lines shared with
HST's this iz a high speed stretch of track, and one where the nighest speed
recordings are likely to be obtained. The line is quadruple with MAS throughouwt.
Leaving Cardiff Central, the main lines dive down under the yalley lirces, which
diverge on the south (down) side belore crossing above us. After just over a mile
the dock= line can be seen disappearing off to the scuth, ond the industrial unite
gnd facteries which lingc both sides chasge to rowe of terraced housing. Pengam FLT
i on the south side of the lipe at the sdpe of Cardiff. By milepost 1664 we are
put in the country, with a flat tableland of fields surrownding ve. 1f you are lecky,
a A7 in good eoadition with a willing driver will produce speeds of around 90 mph
{or possibly more!) aleng here, The distant Uskmouth power station and clump of
docka cranes to the south signal the approach of Mewport, which, as we enter the
old Ehbw Jumction MPD can be seen eén the "up' (north) side, with Eblw and them Gaer
Juactions joining the main line. These disappear up the valley to the network of
colleries in the Ebhw Vale, On the down side, there are loks of sidings and a 1line
to the decks past an abandoned signal box. &fter passing chrough Hillfield Tumned
we enter Newport station, with Godfrey Road stabling point oo the wp side, wsually
host o £ few 37's.

NEWPORT — WEREFORD

This stretch sces us climb away frem the industrial Scuth Wales area, up past the
Erecen Beacons snd Bleck Mountains to the west, and to the flatter areas around
Hereford.

fin leaying Mewpor:, we erosa the Hiver Usk for the first time before turning north
at Maindee Junceion where the CCE degot can be seen on the east (down) side. The
line is briefly 4 tracks before thinning down to double track arcund HP 40%. The M§
crosses over us before we pass over the River Usk again, houses can be seen built up
an the valley sides both sides of the line. At Caerleon (MF 394) the closed starion
and @ goods shed are ¢learly visible on the down side. The line now goes through o
rural interlude Befere s lacge omber of industrial units appear on the west,
aignolling the orrival of Cwsbran, This new station, openaed in 1986, is of & very
basic nature. The town itzalf is Flanked by a line of hills to the west, which peak
at around 1500 fest, Just to the nerth of the station are the Pilkington Insulaticn
sidings on the down (east) side, followed by two road over bridges ome of which
carries the A4042, Three miles after Cembran we come ta Ponbypeol (Pont-Y-Fwl},
another very basic station,with one wide central platforn. It is around here thac
our syphen will have (o do some work 6 anywhers, as up trains face a clinh of 4
miles at 1 in 106/95, including the rostarts from Cwmbran and Pootypool staticns.
Continuing up the valley, we come to Little MiLl Jumction {MP “f} where the line
to Glascoed weers off te the wast, Now only a shorr spur, this line vsed to ge onko
Monmouth and then'a complex metwork of lines arcund the Forest of Dean. There are
alsg eidings on che dowr side, apd our first semaphore. Former station buildirgs
exist at Nantyderry (MPERY and Penpersum (MP 2543, both on the down side. The Al
trunk rosd rins alongside as we approach Abevzavenny (MF 223). There is a gigral
box on che down side, a profusion of lower guadcants; and then the statian it=melf,
To the east the terrain hea becons quite mountaineus, with the summit of Ysgyryd
Fawr szanding alone at 1595', but the highest peaks romain ko the west, with the
gummits of Blorenge {1833") and Sugar Loaf (1935") to the south and norch of the
town respectively, The nountains are ne decepbios, as the restart from Abergavenny



sees up trains face a stiff climb of 4 miles ac 1 in B2/95. There Is now an unbroken
run of 24 miles to Hereford end the lipne speed is generally 75mph. The closed Fandy
station (MP 15]) =sigrals the disappearance of the 'Black Mountainz' to the Weat. The
ALaS runs olongsice and we cross the pational bhoundary (there is a sign visible on
ths read) into Englond just south of Pontrilas (MP 11£}, where the closed station
huildings and a =ignal box can he =een cn the up side. The line is by now running
along a flat plain with gently rolling hills in the distance. This, however, is a
deception as we are actually on the climb nearly all the war to Hereford. More

closed stations still visible are 5t Devereux (MP 73, down side) and Tram Inn (HP 5%},
just morth of a level crossing on the up side. Having stormed along [rom Abergavenny
we now slow for Hereford which sppears on the up side. MP O is at what used to be
Rothervas Junction, Lhe trackbed of the old Greal Western line to Ross-on—wye can be
seen to the enst. Celour lights toke over from the semaphores and we eross the River
Wya {a tributary of the Severn) where there are some very exclusive looking propertles
on the bank. Az we approach the station, there is & servicing bay on the up =ide and
then Hereford =ignal box on the down side before we coast to a halt at the plattorm,

HEREFORD — SHREWSRURY

This stretch is 508 miles long with & intermediate stations at Leominster, Ludlow,
Craven Arms and Church Stretton. The landscape is generally flatter, although
gradient wise down trains (le towards Cardiff) face a climb of 1 in 90/100 between
Derringten and Churceh Strezten.

At Hereford, at least one 37 will often be seen, especially at weekeads. Just north
of the station is an extensive complex of sidings and short freight branches. There
is also a large old enpine shed on the up side. After about 11 miles we come to
Shelwick Junction (MP 49f) where the single track line to Worcester amt Oaford heads
obt to the east. At MP 457 the Line to Koreton-on—Lugg diszappears to the west. There
are also sidings and the old station buwilding on the up side (West), aod a signal box
on the down side as we are now controlled by semaphores apain. We cross the Hiver
Luge a couple of times before passing threugh one of the twin bores of Mnmore
tunnel. These are urusual as the tracks run at different hoights and you cema out
the opposite way round to what you went im; ie, if vou enter as the lower line vou
come out as the higher! Continuing north we pass the now closed station building of
Ford Bridge oa the up side around MP 07, The A49 has now come to keep us company.
This shadows the line all the way from Hereford to Shrewsbury and is never [ar away.
Lepminster {pronounced Lemster? is the first surviving station, a rather untidy
collection of buildings with a signal boex just south of the stationm on the down side.
Things are pow very [lal, although there dsre sowe distasl bills to the west. There 1=
a signal box and closed station building 2t Woofferton (MP 321) on the down aide and
a netwoerk of radio end television masts to the west, as well as loops on both sides.
We are now running downhill towards Ludlow, indeed down traima ke Uasrdift face
quite a8 stiff clinb away from this town. The approach to the station t=z marked by a
short Lunnel to the scukh. Te the east, Ludlow is overlooked by Cles Hill at 1730,
while to the west is an impressive church. As with most stations along this Line,

the Eacilities are very basic with no more than open shelters (CWE style) as
protection against the elements. After a couple of road bridges, the tirst eof which
i5 the A49 awopping sides, we pass Bromfield stacion (MP 25{). The scatien buildings
are on Lhe up side, scubh of the level crossiog, while Lhe sizonsl boa 1s oo the down
{eaﬂh} u]nng with Ludlow racecourse. At 'I.':In:i.hlr:lr :HT' '23:1 a lowel Crossing corrios the
AL back to the other side and the old station buildings can be seen on the down side.
We alse cro=ma the River Teme here, another tribuzary of the Severn. Just south of
Craven Arms (MP 200 there is a fine castle visible to the east, while to the west the
Central Wales line joins us for the final part of its journey te Shrewsbury.
Immediately souwth of the station iz Craven Arms signal box oo the down side, while
just te the north of the station thers is an old engine shed on the up side and
Craven Arms Crossing box on Che down side which arotecks the A48%. It is around

this point chat Strectord Bridge junccion used to exist, with B line ofif to the west
to Lydhan lleath and Bishops Castle. Around this part of the line there are hills
rolling gently on either slde of the line, and up traims face or uphill grodicnt
towards Church Stretton. The closed Marsh Brook atation (MP 1589 can be seen om the
down side of a level crossing, there is also a signal boex around this point. Az wo
approach Cherch Stretton we pass throwsh the villags of Little Strecton (NP 14) which




galso used to have it: own station. Church Stretton itself is a swall town Lo a valley
basin, & sign on the up platform declares: Height abowe sea level 613'; Latitude 52
2': Longitude 2 48", Real noon 11 minutes 12 seconds later then Grzenwich.

It is & neat, tidy stetion with & road bridge atc the north end and a foot bridge at
the souczh end. A signal box just to the north on che down side contouls Che lower
quadrants. The hills climb high on both sides with the summits of "Caer Caradoc” to
the eas: at 1506' and "The long Myad" to the West at 1604". Az wa hasd on towards
Shrewsbury the landscape again becomes much flacter, althowgh the line s downhill,
Down trains to Cardiff face a climb of arcond 1 in 904100 from Derrington (MP 64),
where the signal box can be seen on the down side, to Church Stretton. The A9 now
follows us very cleosely into Shrewsbury on the up (west) side. The old station of
Condever can be seen on the down side (MP 24), while the stationless village of
Bayston Hill is on the up side with quarry’s on the opposite down side at MP 1. We
are now approaching Severn Bridge Junction, where the single track Cambrian lines to
Aberystwyth and Pwllheli disappear to the west and a signal boz of the same name
stonds guerd on the down side. There sre meny sidings and yords at Shrewsbury, and as
we approach the station the Esso sidings can be seen to the east and a (CE yard to
the west, We pass the towa football around on the up side (Gay Meadow), cross the
RBiver Severn, then the magnificent Severn Bridge Junction signal box can be seen in
the fork of the lines to Hereford and Welverhampton, The station is'guarded'by the
old castle cn the uwp side and the prison on the down =zide. Shrewsbury has a fine
collection of lower quadrant sigmals which will untortumately disappear in the
impending modernisation of the ereas sigpalling system.

SHREWSBURY - CREWE

The Final srretch is exactly 323 miles long and bakes us tn the railway metropalis of
Crewe, The line changes to down between Shrewsbury and Crewe, up Crewe to Shrewsbury,
and runs #cross flat farmland before reaching the Chezhire salt plains. Our 37 will
usually cover this section in between 30 & 35 minutes nett, with an almost mandatory
gipgnal check at Crewe south juncrion. Anvehing less than 30 minutes should be reparded
as a very good pe formancs.

Leaving Shrewsbury, we toke the Crewe rosd to the nerth, the lioe to Wrexhan is
clearly vizible to the west. Crewe Dank signal bos is on the down {west) side {MP 32)
along with the enal sidings, and it is another two miles before we reach the edpe of
the town near Harlescott Crossing signal bex (MP 304), s8lsc to the west and where the
line climhs away at 1 din 117 for 13 wmiles for trains to Crows, The clased station of
Hadnall i=s on the east side (MP 271) while the existirg Yatton station is near 25).
It is hard to see vhere the patronage comes from as there are mo buildings nearby on
pither side. At Wen (MF 212) there iz a signal box on the esst side and siding to the
west, Prees (MP 188) i actoally some distance from the community of the same name,
the signal box is on the west side. At Whitchwrch {MF 13%) there is evidence of past
better times with an old coal yard, platform, various buildings and sidings all
evideat. The signal box is to the west just north of the stacion. At Wrembury (HP 31)
there is & signal box to the east, Approaching Bantwich (MP 44) we cross first the
Shrnp.':hin.- Union canal and then the River Weaver. The station itself haz a signul box
an the west side and possesses some particularly fine semaphores. Souchbound trains
have to climb all the way from Nantwich to MP 12, as steep as 1 in 97 in pleaces.

The closed station of Willaston can be seer to the west at MP 24, We are now approaching
Crewe and the senaphores give way to MAS colowr lights arcund MP 2, while the owverhead
elecerie Iines jolw us around MP 14, There are COCE rards both sides of the line, and
Gresty Lane Mo. | signal box to the east at MP 4. We cross the independent lines and
then join the West Coast Mainline just south of the statiom at Crews south junction,
this being Milepost 0. If you are very lucky you will not get a signal check at che
junceion! All that remains now is the 24 chains to Orewe station, pasaing the motive
power depot on the down side.

Here our route profile finishes, but our syphon will continue either to Liverpool or
Manchester (or Ehyl upto May l3ch 1989},



EASTERN: 37212(CE) and 37373(ED) were =een at Darlington on 26th March. On 1Z2th April
[I0/271 /428 & 796 were sesn at BRML Doncaster, vhile on the sainline 37162(CF) passed
at 1513 with southbound empry coal wagens on a Aezley Mills—Toncaster Decuy trip, aod
37706 headed south at 1328 with the Kilnhurst-Ripple Lane empty ton<s., {m Thursday 20th
47114118} was towcd into Doncastor Works by (B41E from Belmont Yard, entering the Vorks
at about 1500. She retsined highlend staps, large Ingo livery and nameplates, it will
be interesting to see what condition she emerpes in. Also seen within a very short
space of time were I7BBA(SF), 37029{TI} and 3T162({CF} - all between 1450 & 1507.

MIDLAND: Most snusual was the sighting of 37904 (CF) st Carlisle on 173 shunting
baliast wagons. [t is not known how or why this loco reached Carliste. A new long
distance working 1s the 5t. Blarey-Strenraer "slurry' train, worked throughout by 12
Laira based 37's. To begin with it ran once per week with one 37, travelling north on
Wednesdays and returning the mext dav. On 12th April it werked north with 2 37's bat
only returned south with onme. On Monday 17eh it was worked south through Carlisle at
1915 by 376714674. Un 4th April there were 5 37's stabled at Warringten Arpley, 013f
0732517425 % BB3. Cardiff 'Metals’ loco's continwe to appear, staying for upto two
weeks, snd include 37711, 713 and B83. Alsc seen ot Warrington of late have been 37015/
020/ 185/357 /886, On 23rd March, 376BOHEEL4(TL/TI) were mcen paseing through Manchester
Victoris at D919 with a "Peak stone' workimg, while right at the soethern end of the
region I7AO00(SF) ws= on the Ripple Lane<Thame BF @il tanks on Friday April Tth.

SCOTLAND: Onm Monday 26th April 37419 became the firat of the 37's strandec nurth of
Tuverness to return te the nain network. Grampian TV were there to record her orrival
by road from Invergordon, and it was expected oncther 37 would moke the journey a few
days latar. dmazingly, 419 was at the time the snly one of the & to be held out of
service, surely a credit to those maintenance staff ootstationed. FF2720TT) worked the
6H31, 2050 Mossend-Inverness 'Spoedlink® on 7th March, 37059{T1} worked oBGE, 1340
Inverness-Millerhill "Speedlink’ on 29th March. Stabled at Ayr depot on 16th Harch was
7198(TI), while 412 & 674 of Laira were at Falikland Junction {near Ayr).

SOUTHERK: Anather 37 meen deep in Southern region territory was 37254{CF), heading
west through Sowthampton Central station at 1040 on Friday April l4th with a mixture
of enpgineers and departmental wegons. On 2Znd it was =tabled at Eastleiph yerd.

WESTERN: Outstending morive power for rhe "Welsh Harches Express' on 3aturday 15th
april (although T dewht if rhe patrons appreciated it as much) wes 37719, Steam loco
pumber 5080 "Defiant" had failed ot Hereford before teking over and 719 worked the
kettles portion to Skrewsbury and hack to Hewport. When seen she wos trying hard to
maks yp for a departure around an hour late smd although only beding about a month out
of works was somewhat dirty amd shabby. Hot so dirty and shabbr ere 37427, 430 & 431
which have been painted wp For Royal train duties. $27+430 were paired on Sunday 16th
ppril and kept in Canton depot until Thuraday, when they worked the Cuewn amd Duke From
Swansea to Welshpool. A similar working was expecled at Che begioning of Hay.

KEWSDESK
Feallocations for April, upto Zind are Bs follows:
ST0GA TE=MI. TFMTY=FH(H ATIZ0  TCWA=FPEK 37230 FOCE-FMAE

Liveries: 3705% (rriple tons Speodlink):; 37058 (Leiple Lone Speedliok}; 37409 (Inter
City mines morifs); 7502 {triple tone Metals); 37202 {triple tome).

Ceneral: The requmbering of 37321 back to 37037 can now be confirmed, this baving been
effected while the loco is at Doncaster undergoing Intermediate overhaul. An inspection
of both cabs cm 37430 shows that it definitely does NOT have cab to shore telephones
fitted, the situation with &30 18 unclear. 'Hic ldsted' 37074 has entered BEML Donestes
for Inlermediote overhaul which should sscure it=s Future for some years to come. Other
47'= to have been involved in the Intermediate overhoel pregraome during April are;
019, D23, 037, D65, 110, 114, 238 (at Strecford DRS) and 280 (at Laira), 37098 is now
back in normal traffic and ie instantly recognisabla by the addition of white edging

to its "split boxes', but on a duliler note celebrity 116 has sustained danage to one of
its skirts, the item in question belng somewhkat hemt . Light overhauls hawve boen carried

out on 37408, 409 & 503,



PASEENCER THFORMATION

lnusual workings that have come to light during the last month are as follows:

£2.2.89 JME3 IT30 1230 Inverness-Glasgow 05 (7-0)asgow 08
34,89 df2le 1902 Ipswich=Lowestoft (Additienal)
94,89 FM410 1T84 1500 Aberdeen—Glasgow 05 (also (925 Glaspow OS-Aberdesn)
9.4.B9 57518 1486 1542 Inverness—Aberdeen
1A% 2010 Aberdeer—Inverness
17.4.89 357170 1629 2216 Carstairs-Edinburgh
214,80 57418 135 155 Abecdecr—Inverness
25.4,80 37055 LA35 1315 Horwich PO-Liverpool Etreet

1PSe 1630 Liverpoel Strect-Nerwich
AT10T+211  IFIB 0720 Liverpnel Strest—Norwich (Manningtree—TIpswich)
264,80 17219 (0935 Felixstewe=Ipswich (Trimley-Ipswich)

In addition, 37's seen on Lhe 1603 Glasgow JS-Arbroath and 1924 Arbroath-Dundee of
late have been; 37403 (8/2)¢ 37402 (23/2); 37424 {22/3); 37404 (8/4); 27409 (25/4).

Tt is reperted that this train is now wsually formed of a 3 car DHU, At the time of
writing 37's arill rule north of Inverness, although this monopoly is expected to
cease in the very immediate future. There were just & jeople abopard the 1902 Tpswich
Lowestoft additional on 34, 37216 towed RETB fitted DHU set number 106 which was
assumed to bi 4 nechanical failure. The reason for this additional working is not
known ., although the London—Nerwich mainline was in chaos it did not wait for any of
Lhe late running traing — including the East Anglian. Upon arrival at Lowesteft it
should have worked forward 1o Botwicl, however, the driver did not knew the road and
=0 the unit wae dumped and 37216 reterned to Ipswich 1ight diesel, On 25th April,
BGISN Failed at Manninglree with pantograph defects with 1P18. 1074211 were sent by
Ipswich to work the rrain forwntd where it waz caped on arrival ac Ipewich, 107+211
went oif to Felixstows with a fredphtliner, while Ipswich thought they wonld try and
mend 85260, Believing they kad been successful, it was sent light engime Lo Harwich
to work TA35. 'Sadly' 86260 did not want te work, and the only loce present was 37055,
Thiz was proving o particulary bad week for the Norwich-London line, alresdy with one
86 tu lean fron the LMRE, other trains were worked by 47346 {two days running) and
47229 which got in a complete round trip. On 26ch April, 219 worked as shown after the
MU ren eut of fuel!

SUMHEE FUN: The following is @ guide as to where class 37 hauled passenger trains may,
or may nol be found this sumser. Ic 15 based mainly on heresay as facts are always
very hard to come by, and iz definitely NOT a definitive statemenc.

srotland: The Euston-Fort William overnight is timed at 0450 from Glasgow Central and
2023 fram Fort Willism. Evem if 3printers manage to take over on che Far North there is
a class 37 hauled round crip co ¥vle of Lochalsh conveying the ohservation salon —
1046 (1130 on Sundays) ex Ddingwall and 1700 {1610 on Sundays) ex Kyle of Loghalsh,
Don't rule cut something very sirange, ie s Glasgow=-Stranraer round trip.

Englard: The most solid information surrounds & Sunday Nottingham=Blackpool trip for a
Tinsley 37/&. he timetable would sugmest the most likely candidate to be the 0838 ex
Wottinghem and 1737 ex Bleckpool, Meither Skegness nor Anglia are eapected to see 37
workiogs, and this includes Last summers highlight = the Nerwich-Yarmouch portions.

Wales: Once apain, probably the best place zo be. The Cambrian is besically as per Last
summer except that the morning Pwllheli-Esstom goes down Saturday morning instead of
Friday night, On the Cardift-Crewe etc axis there should be two diagrams continue into
the sumper timetzble, these being: (1) 0507 CF-Liv, D915 Liv=CF, 1315 CF-Liv and

1715 Liv-CF. {2} 0703 CF-Liv, 1113 Liv-CF, 1610 CP=-Manchester, 2030 Manchescer—CF,
These will be 37/6"'s Monday to Fridoy but its anybody's guess oa Saturdays! Likewise,
a A7/4 i expected to work (H07 Cardiff—Waymouth & 16553 return Mondave-Fridavs, but
who knows what might happen on 4 Saturday.

Once agaim, I must emphasise this 15 guesswork, as wseal the best way to find oot whas
happens 13 to wait until the day,



